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Nicholas is a young man with whom I became 


Pe. Squainted during my Ol eco at the University of San Francis- 
| co. He is a tall, silent sort of fellow, typically Russian 
in appearance, yet he is not of the heavy, peasant type which 
we habitually assume Russians to be. He has dark, close 
“eurling hair and a long jaw, with rather close-set dark eyes 
and very small hands and feet. While not handsome, he is 
rather an impressive sort, a person whom I have never seen 
excited, rather reticent and moody, yet well-liked and respect- 
ed around school. Ne did not respond very readily to my 
inquiries, but since I ee ae rumor that he had had a very 
colorful life; I kept at him until he gave me what he considered 3 
te—we the main points of his life. : 
‘Nicholas was born in Saratoff, on the Volga  @ 
river, in Russia in 1912. His father was a wealthy merchant, ~ 


%, 
% 


tobacco and liquor binsimett> in that town. His family 


el 


me claiméd nobility, but, like many of the nobles in Russia, had 


ae ee 


employed their name and hereditary estates to build up their 


fortunes in a business way. Under Nicholas' father the dacs 


 tobseeo business reached magnificent LAS aga and ag katy 
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ee 
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monarchy and was sent on Peat {Cees omayas missions, +r 
Guellusy, principally to Japan, where he had occasion to 
remain for a number of years prior to Nicholas! birth. 


Seing in the diplomatic service, he was able, 


fortunately, to forsee Russia's part in the World Wary and 
So returned to Russia at its outbreak. Sensing the insecurity 
of his own country, he converted mouh of his wealth into 
negotiable securities and cash in banks of the United States 
and Japan. In the early months of 1915, therefore, visualizing 
the ultimate downfall of the tottering Russian Monarchy, he 
Peer rea with his wife and lye three year old Dee to make 
hiS way to Japan, where he had friends, amt-enew-he—wortt—Piné~ 
Sseearity. He was forced to travel through Eastern Russia 
and a part of Siberia in order to do this, and while on the 
way the Russian RoveImtion broke out. His wife died from 
hardships encountered en route, and it was not until 1917, and 
atfer a stormy time, that he reached the end of his travels, 
and made his arrival in Tokio. 

Nicholas,—ter; grew up in Japan. His father 
established some sort of business themes prospered in a small 


way, and sent Nicholas to a school where he was able to learn 


English and French as well as his native Russian and the Japanese 
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which he picked uppdue to -his-resitence—in-that—csuntes, 
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I found that Nicholas was more than ready 
to talk about his life in Japan and about the Japanese people 
in particular. He has very definite ideas concerning then, 
which he doés not hesitate to state, and which, on the whole, 


I do not find flattering to the Japanese as a people. He 


says that they are fine people when you take them individually, 


but that collectively they are awful. Their supreme patriot- 
ism is a topic which he says has been in no way exaggerated 
by the Hearst newspapers,; it is unbelievable to Western 


people. When asked as to their attitude toward the United 


States he said that it was definitely anti-American, and that 


he believes that the Japanese people as a whole are Looking 
torward to a future conflict with this country. I argued 
with him to some length on this question, but in the end l 
must concede that his arguments were very powerful. 

While in Japan Nicholas had occasion to 
meet a good many influential people amt iss fathers through 
association with people from the United Statesy resolved 


Cent ? f: 
to #6 #here. Tibi atter a residence in Japan (of eight 


years} — age Bess 


Nicholas was about fourteen years a Thea 
when he first came to the United States, \sietenwee—is Seattle, 


em Tis father quickly moved to New York, where he remained 


for two years. Having quite a bit of experi@nce in picking 
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“up languages, Nicholas had very little difficulty with Eng- 


lish, and after a few month's private tutoring ipiedmegebish 
he entered alniah School in New York, h@wpubite- cSeheol-) . 
oP 
His hey a this panes was quite 
wealthy, but during the subsequent depression lost a good deal 


of his_mones, Since he had invested rather heavily in American 
stocks. es remained in New York for two years) aa 
then, wéettichicmdiestieee, came sae to San Francisco, where hia 
tae PSL Ley, DECame once more connected with the 
tobacco business; 
In this city Nicholas attended a public 
high school, finishing in 1921, and came up to the University 
of San Francisco, where hév:is studying medicine. He hopes 
to become an eye, ear, nose and throat Specialist, and shows 
great promise in his studies,.ee his marks are uniformly fine. 
Naturally, I was interested in his views on 
the present Sovret femmee# covernment in Russia, and they are 
a good deal more fair-minded than I expected. He says that 
while he does not approve of a communistic state, still he 
believes that it is less unjust than the old monarchy. Hie. 
tather, a remarkably fair-minded man, talks a great deal of 
the many abuses in the old Russia, and hopes ultimately to 


see his native country a democratic state much like the 


United States. 
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Neither Nicholas or his father would consider 


returning to Russia under any i ae peedy saying that they 
: MS AAS ee, Nhs 


like life in the United States. in the last 
stages of naturalization, Oe also 
desire to remain in San Francisco, where they now have many 
friends, and where Nicholas hopes to practice h>-s-nrederre-— 
when he gets his final degree. 

They do not mix much with the Russian colony 
rere, and they are not of the orthodox Russian faith. Nicholas 
is a typical student, with no outward differences from a hund- 
red other students in his class}ma® seems to look upon this 
country as his own, and is, for all. purposes, an ordinary 
American young man. 

His one obsession is the Japanese question, 
and he has participated in several inter CoMbRacgate debates 
upon that subject, since, strange as it may seem, he has a 
really fine command of English, and speaks with very little 
trace of eff accent. 

I believe that he will succeed in his chosen 
profession and in time establish himself as a solid citizen 


Or CHUSAG ity. I hope he will, for he is a likfable fellow, 


with real ability. 
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The son of a former general of the army of the Czar, 
Ivan, toge@smer with a brother and sister, escaped from Russia 
at the start of the \evolution, and after many harrowing exper- 
lences,arrived in Vladivostok, Siberiag thhewe hey remained, Por 
six months before passage could be obtained for America. Life in 
the Western Siberian seaport was one of constant vigil and it was 


necessary to keep in strict seclusion in order to avoid discovery. 


Traveling steerage,they reached San Francisco in beeember 


nineteen hundred and twenty-one. Having sufficient funds to assist 
them until. employment could be found,Ivan, at once commenced school, 


so that uh now, he speaks very good English,which also helped him in 


oo 


5 
obtaining work. At present, he is employed in a local.hospitalsas a 
nurse, at whieh! work he has made good. Interested in athletics and } 


particularly gymnastics,Ivan is a perfect specimen of young man- 


Wa a ae 6 


hood,which combined with his studious inclination and his docire. foc) 


correct living, creates a combination which should carry him far. As Fe, 
employed, 
to his brother and sister, both are ender and like their brother, 
one_ada 


speak the English language exceptionally well... @a»-eresten—pretecas ! 
 ewemsem naturalized. 
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Nationality, RUSSIAN, 
Birthplace, KOVNO, West ern Russia, 
j inland from Baltic Sea, 
} Name, Mrs,Fannie Karpalow, Golden 
Gate Ave.,S.F. 


RUSSIAN FAMILY OF TEN COMES TO AMERICA 
FOR THREE FOLD PURPOSE, 


| My father aecias to come to America when I was aaa 
twelve years old, We have four boys and four girls in the family, my 
father and my mother, I was born in Kovna, near Lutkin, on the op- 
posite side of the Niemon river from Vilna. This is western Russia, not 
many days travel from the Baltic Sea, and a few days travel from a 
German seaport we embarked for America, 


shan. d aru 
We ‘live in Slowbatka, near Koona, We often -ge to 


u6e Can Gunny 


pee i 
Koona, ) very good shops there, little shops all of them, most anything 


Mier are ea 
ees tap bus no deliveries, But often too we igo’ to Vilna where 
the big stores have everything nive, Very nice stores there, specially | 
the ba&keries, very finest pastry, the finest I have ever seen anywhere, 
Russian pastry. 

To go to Vilna, we cross, the river, There was a good 
bridge, but very often hee came and swept away~ over everything, com= 
ing right into our houses; Beat t taeeryt nines wash “out some build- 
page rind dine everywhere; then we Bape es boats, riding a 
long way by boat to the shops, Sometimes we los¢ much = it was 
very discouraging, Now they have made a big "fill" which is all 
green and somewhat nicer, Through it is a wide roadway for the 
soldiers, Were. the Cossacks ride through but the people have to 
go around another way, We do not like the Cossacks, 

Then too in winter when the water comes in, it 
spreads out everywhere and freezes, That is sometimes not so bad, 
as we have agreat time skating, skate far out, even across to 


Vilna to see Sometimes there are very thin places in this ice, 


rain $. 
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Willett, page 2. 


have to watch out then , some persons break through, sometimes bad 
acciderts, ’ 

Slowbatka mostly a mitikary a town for the soldiers. 
(military fort) Barracks for the 6ossacks, very bad persons, we 
never like them, Very mean, they are, sometimes ride wildly through 
the streets, reach out with long * I do not know what you call them_- 
(sabres) pick up things in the shops fronts, carry them off and no 
pay. Fruit stands have nice things to sell, the Cossacks get off 


their horses, grab and carry off whole baskets full, even destroy 


what is left, and ride away, No people like them, the Cossacks. 


There are many bad things in Russia , All schools wn 


pay schools, which is very hard for poor people, You pay or you 


U 
fe fX 


cannot learn, My father he heave four boys and four girls, My father 
ai Exe all to go to school; then besides the schools, how will 
the boys ever get work, and how will he marrynoff the girls, four 
of nee Marrying off the girls there is a very big problem. 

There in Russia where we live, a man will not 
marry a girl unless he is paid well, very well; you have to ghve him 
mach money, in cash, maybe, or a home paid for; or else guarantee 


him a home for the two of them for some years, with board, or their 


> 


“food supplies, Else a man will not marry a girl at all, Men very 
4 


particular about this. 

My father was a rather poor man, and he could not 
earn enough to pay for svhool for so many children, or support so 
many later to get the girls married, 5o he get together what money he 
oa say,’ "Well we will all go to America where we can have 
school free, and all can get work, we be moh better off there. 


vy WL 
We'll get out of this country. We make us a home over there in 
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Willett, page 3. 
America," 

All atta | we get ready right away, sell what we 
have, pack our things and Wi. We start véent away on the train, 
and rode quite a few days, three maybe, I cannot remember, and when 
we get off that train, weeerve in Germany, «where a big boat is waiting 
for us, which is sailing for America, where~wevgo’to*stay. I was 
twelve years old them, It was all very wonderful to me, The train 
moving along so fast and so smoothly, Wenithe big place where the 
boat was waiting, 

This was in 1903 that we come to America, We never 
any of us forget that date, It is our most important date, It was 
a long trip across, but we do not mind, we are getting away from 
Russia, and things we do not like, Already things were getting 
80 bad we wanted to get far away, and never go back, never, 

Too, we Ey ieee English, There was no English 
in the schools there, they do not want it. Schools were Hebrew, all 
Russian Jews in our town, and Pollacks, they are a different race 
and speak a different language, Sane thing all over) pay, or you cannot 
learn, We cannot pay, we cannot learn, 

; Well, we finally owe to New York, <A very wonderful 
place, We Rene herethree or four days, then we adt eet ona 
train going to St.Louis, That place my father had selected for ug). thes 
on ee ahome, goto school and work, He knew ciate 
would be joos there in St.Louis, Well, we get the jobs all right, 
the younger eshildren go to school and we all learn English, We 
make a home for our selves, we like it very much, We anise some 
frienday and we stay heme tn St.Louis six years, We all work in 


factories on men and women's garments, like coats, suits etc, We 
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Willett, page 4. 


do very well. 

We meet very nice people in the shops. My sister 
met a young eee said he liked her and she liked him some t00, 
Then he ter her he a her quite a good deal and she Meigs him as 
much, Pretiy—soon, © ‘one day, he + gi her ne jb"e going our to Calif- 
orniagie he makes good he will send for her, She Wer him she 
will come. 

So he went +o San Francisco, and right away he 
got a good Schober det ides to stay Tagkth=there -in-SanPranretsco 
and never go back to St.Louis any more, Then in three or four months 
he sent for my sister to come, But my father would not let myoai tar 
go along away out there to be married, he said he would himself 


take her out to be married, And he took her out and he liked the 


Pacific Coast very muchy he eertue when he cane pack, 
Then pretty soon my sister wrgte bewek she would 
have a baby Bde iene she was coming home to mother to have it, as 
she could not think of having it alone in San Francisco, So she 
came home, and mother took care of her while she had her baby} then 
she went wack to her husband in San Francisco, But by now she saw 
San Francisco and California was a better place for us all than 
St.Louis. She wrote that it was not so cold in winter, it was a 
better place everyway, Sheawmete,. and that we mst all come out to 
San Francisco to live. There was plenty of work too She said. KX 
My father liked San Franciscoand he had been thinking 
about the Pacific Coast, So in about six moubhe from the time my 
sister came home to are her baby, we all moved g#@ to San Francisco, 
I was between seventeen and eighteen years ola Gaave 


It was time to think about getting married, I had quite a few men 
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Willett, page 5. 
friends in St Louis. I wanted to get married, but I did not want 
to marry the men who wanted to marry me, About this time I went 
back to St.Louis, visited my friends and worked about nine months, 
Then I returned to San Francisco and went to work for a lady, who one 
day said: 

"I got a nice boy friend for you, She took my 
ee and gave it to this boy frsené-she mentioned. He liked it 
and told her to tell me to come over, She showed me his picture, 
Shea we met and that was funny, pad friend invited us both to her 
house for dinner, and she told us ene had four tickets for the 
Orpheum, Path lanen we got there, she told Mr,Karpalow that her 
husband had to see a man and that she had given two tickets to her 
BoP ngt eerie onesks tees Coe wo! tickete Andebekeme,  And—he- 
wteets I liked him pretty well and he liked me very much, 

Mr .Karpalow was a conductor, He had to go on long 
runs at night, and he” was afrain,to go on-these-—long=runs and leave 
me for fear i. would get tired and go off with someone else, So ‘he 


Wree 


Sak we Wadler’ get aaa right away and we did, | _, od 
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After a while my husband was in business ae Los Gatos, 


A 7 
Me vat-dperiver-snop, He was writer + ioe —lie-wnobe stories.’ I have the 


stories in these two big books, YWeuncan- see they are about his barber 
shop, with his picture, All are headed, "John the Barber." We made 


good money and when my brother wa rh edny husband to but. him out in 
( 


this big apartment house, he had the money and bought the interest, 


Now he is dead and I have to look after the two boys, 14 and 17 years @ 
old, I have a great deal of trouble with one of my brothers, He is 


very mean, trying to get my money away. 


I would like to meet some nice man and get married 
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My first, - well, I 
t believe in matchmakers, Thes marriage turns out not so good, 


1 better choose your own man, It is best. 
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THE BARBER’S PAST. 


I was born on May, ¥Y, 1887. ‘TMretewes in the 
village of Khotovishi, of the parish of Klewovichi of the 


= : 
a Mogilev Province, Russia. 


My parents were peasants of sufficient means. They 


had three children inthe famidye my elder bietien ee and 


nation. sia a my brother and sister aré now 
i} 


f 


AMD, aU, ‘ 
living in Ekaterinoslav, Russia.) 


i 


_-My parents died about 35 years ago. 


My elementary education I got in a parish school. 
Then, when I was 15 years old I left for kiev ~ the capital 


city of the province bearing the same name. 


fo. 
In Kiev I decided to learn shoemaker’s trade, After 


mastering it I changed to apprenticeship in a hairdressing 


(or barber’s, as they call it here) shop. When I became an 
3 


This time I fancied @ practical photography with an idea of. 
becoming a professional photographer. Here I was successful 
too. 


So I learnt and knew well the three professions. 


efficient barber I once more decided to change my profession. 
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" The Barber’s Past 


In 140% I was called to the Army. I served my 
terms of military service as a clerk in the office of the 


Chief of the Conscription Bureau in Libava city., 


— é 


— hfter serving my time, I successfully passed 
through the special civil service examinations at the male 
Gimnasium (high school) in the sawe city. Thus I got the 


right to promotion to the first civil rank on state service. 


Up to the Great har I worked as a barber, being 
employed in various establishments of that kind in Libava 
city. 

When the war broke out in 1414 1 was called to the 
Army once more. From 1914 to 1915 1 was on the battle 
front in the first line. Finally, aftef one great battle 


at the Masurian Lakes I was taken prisoner by the Germans. 


Eut I had a try and succeeded in running away 


from the German camp. I1 passed over the Danish frontier. 


9 
Sineetrer ard up to the year of 1¥iy 1 lived in Denmark, 


From Denmark I returned to Libava ( or Libau - as 
it was not a Kussian city any pore, with the Ealtic States 
coming to the existence). I cherished a thought of going 
back to avers from that city. But the Soviet Consulate 
in Libau had refused me # visa. So I remained in Libau 


for good. 


otuset 


un beviss 1 ages eas os palie 
#43 to sotito ong mi d1el & 28 99 


sete evbst nt weerus ee | 


I rls, _ ~ bs 
betaag cildaneooue I eee wo amivase 35274” * be 


ciew eid 16 anotsentasxe sdivase livia. Laioege’ ‘sis swords 
me. | ot? ton 1 edt waito snes odd at (loodsa cede 


ookviee steje #0 wwe itvto sexts ‘edt os nok somo 03 toh © ‘ 


rr 
oh 3 se 


a7 


sated ,ved1ad & es beAtOW t asi Jeet ads a qu ie? i 
‘evedid) ob bats sed? 10 adneuseilaeiaes suo iney ai ooeoligae 
Rha 
pdt of osliss esw i biel wt WO 24018 “I8¥ ant asi 
sitied edd go sew bb Sfek of bef Hote , +9 10m son0 veal a 
eitied seerty sto. 2601s weibent® sents tent ous at row | 


= ila 


eagaro0 Sag es wmORt ag usies eew | bai we ttwce! oor te 


yews einnee ai beeoeooua nine a é per tw 
.teifoort dataed eds avo, ee by gigs. oneal 
a, c - 


 sarennsd of Sever giel to 168y ue of tain 


Sy: aD 
4g « seoid oO ) eveaid os nea iinen { Asnuaete wove 
peli a ea? ates Sion yas wie heteeod * ia 
5 b08 to sdgwodt « padetieas seins ste 
ots :intee teivou asia su4 ihe 1943 aoti. 0 
veatd nf bestemes 1 of wseiy ole on 98 we E 4 3 


"The Earber’s Past " 


However the hope of going back to my mother country 
did not leave me. I had only been waiting for an opportunity 
for realization of my dreams. At last it presented itself 


to me. Secretly I passed over the Russian border. 


For not very long 1 remained there. A few days later 
owing to the information supplied to the Soviets by some 


Jews, I was arrested and sent on foot all way back to Libau. . 


~ When doing so the Soviet authorities threatened me 
with death if and when they catch me trying to come over 


the border once more. =~ 


ae 


“after that experience I finally settled down in 


Libau and eeased to think of going back to kussia. 


in. 1922/1 ‘had married a Latvian girl. We lived to- 
gether for eight years. In 1y¥30 I1 set out for America. 
Since that time | ‘resides in thirs’countrys-nemedy in San 
Francisco. 


Spor 4 
During all these years I worked as a master in 


barbers’ shops here. Last March I opened my own estatlish- 


ment. The business is developing satisfactorily. 


I like America and the Government of the United 


States. When time comes I will apply for citizenship. 


My wife remained in Libau. She, as I became aware 


ouite recently, ha@ divorced me givéng desertion as reason. 
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{bat I do not naBrC Ys ®ur married life was not a very 


££” 
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happy one. © ; 


As soon as I receive an official notification of 
the divorce, I, wy all probability, will again marry - | 


this time an American girl. 
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THE TAEOO. 


With great pleasure | will tell you about the whole 


namely those about my service in the White Arm yy I shall 


we 


_ 


; leave unanswered, | 


ee 


youre 


_~ Because I know the bolsheviks perfectly well, and I 
am well aware how ressourceful they are in their revenge 
upon their political ennemies. Even though those ennemies 


stay now far away from any political activity. 


So I begin. 


I was born in the village xX... in the Primorskoy 
Province of Russia. My father was a peasant of some 


means and owned a steam mill in that village. 


Our family consisted of 11 members. Father ana 
mother excludi ng, there were one brother and two sisters 
elder cies and five brothers all my juniors. We all 


lived fogether, and ours was a very happy family. 


In 1911 I finished the sixth - and the last- class 


of the city school. 1 was 15 then. From that time on 1 


my life in Russia and America. However, some of your ocuestions, 
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I assisted wy father in the office work in his mill. 


Two years later I got at employment as a salesman 
ina large dry goodsgs store. I was working there up to 


1915. 


In that year 1 was still under 21. Nevertheless 1 
was called to the military service on account—of—the-wors 
tones. ordered to the Navy. I served in the Navy t1i11 
POON a that period I took an active part in 
several naval engagements as a sailor. I was wounded. 


Finally 1 returned hone._4 


une 


ed 
ma stayed at home till 1v<0. Fut as the bolsheviks 
were after me 1 moved to Harbin, China. There I lived up 


to’ iv2a. 


In 1923 1 immigrated into America. here, in the 
United States, I settled down in San Francisco where—t™ 
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an 

Upon arrival temAmerica I served as a sailor on 
one of the American boats for a period of six months. After 
that I got aX employment as a night watchman for one of 


the large firms near San Francisco. 


I stayed with that firm for about three years. 
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ec ie aan their operating expenses. I happened to be 
among them. As I was unable to find gmother employment 


forumyeekf I started to sell newspapers in the streets. 


AL first 1 paren enough to have my living. Fut 
later on the things went worse and worse. At present my 
business is as bad as can be imagined. What will happen 


farther I do not know. 
However, I am hoping for a better future. 


Upon landing in the Unitef States I took wy first 
papers. As soon as the necessary time passes I shall apply 
for my second eee and become an American citizen. Un- 
Paneiaatery 1 missed the nearest date for filing an appli- 


cation for citizenship. So now I must wait a few months 


more. 3 a 


That is all. 
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ACCELERATION,. { 
5 He was "Peter Ivanovich" in Russia ¥ after his j 
nr Christian and middle name. He still was known as "Peter 


Ivanovich" when he landed in this country eleven years 
agoe And "Peter Ivanovich" he stayed all the way down 


from Seatjtle to San Francisco. 


But on the second day of his residence in this 


sy city he became " Bill." And Bill he remained thereafter... 


Bill was a common soldier in the Imperial army of 


“Reasons for old Russia. He fought the bolsheviki till the bitter 


immigration e Teak! ae ae 
immigration end; and that; brtter end led him into the Pacific Ocean 


and on to America, as an immigrant. He is 38 now. 


In Russia Bill X as "Peter Ivanovich" could not 
boast about his education; he knew the three R's well 
enough as a soldier; the War and the Revolution enlar~ 
ged his mental horizons. It, did not take him long to 
american = pick up fairly good Znglish of the Amercican middle 
class. The ideals of that class became# his ideals,:as 
easily. 
st job | His first job in this country Was taremtwgel a 
dishwasher in a restaurant.. After that, followed the 
whole chain of occupatjions.. For-a short time Bill was 
a bell boy in a hotel,. Then an elevatormanf a checker 
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in a cardboard box factoryX a Shipping clerk (in) a 
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establishing 
himself. 


Russian 
Americans 
a eee Phat Ba Rae Chee Page Mea Rea et 


weeeee & + 


Acceleration.. 


business concern heme a paintery 4 contractor# salesman 


for an Bastern factory janitor. He: experienced no 


difficulty in finding ### jobs; and he left them as 


lodking for’ something which 


easily on his own accord, if 


might have baker APPea 1 Sdumnntplittiiean 


The killing of Prohibition was Bill's turning point 


in his opinion. fe went, into liquor business. first as 


a Salesman; then on his own, #s#ethtede? 


He may stay at, this; or change to something else 


again. Sun may rise and sun may set down and rest. ~ but 


he will come through the mill successful and triumphant.. 


He is made of that; stuff which can be bent low, 


beaten down, shaken from his feet ~ to come back again 


as vigorous and enterprising as if nothing happened. 


He has become as American as a 100% American Can De-. 


He is sinyle now.. But if and when he macries a girl to 


his liking ~ he wants his children to be brought up 


Americans, yet with Russian souls.. 
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i " THY WILL BE DONE." 


Thomas was born in Russia 35 years ago. The son of 
a peasant :, he he Maayan is be a tiller of land up to 
now. But it had to happen otherwise. Deeply religious 
his father gave a solemn promise, at@?? before Thomas! 


Sa atta ae a 


birth, that his first child shedd be given to God. 


As a stall boy Thomas was sent to a monastery where 
according to the vow of his father, he had to become, 


cal 


later oni one of the monks. The old monks taught him © 
AW 

read and write Russian and eld Slavic language which 

Was used in church services. He became a novitiate soon 


to tak e his monastic vow, 


Now it was the Russian Revolution which intervened 
in shaping his life. In the year 1917 the monastery in 
which Thomas thought to stay all his life was ruined by 
the Bolsheviki. Several monks were killed, others were 
thrown into the widd world of revolutionary passions. 
Thomas was taken into the Red army. He could not will a 
mouse, to say nothing of people. Yet to hate his brothers- 
men and to kill them was what his new teachers taught 
him to da. One night he ran away from the Red army, a 
deserter in the eyes of the Reds, a conscientious 


objectors in tie eyes of the Whites. 
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on the move 


lies of old 


"Thy Will Be Done" e 


From village to village he went hiding, going eastward, 
always eastward. In 1920 he was in Kuuchatka. A year later 
as naturally he found himself in Alaska 

Being accustomed to hard labor during his monastery 
gears he got his first American job in Alaska mines. There 
he worked for some time, and his impressions of Alaska as of 
a country where a man can be as free as he wontet made 
him an Alaskan Fe usp aba 

The same urge to move on brought him to Seattle,then 
to Portland, then to San Francisco. He was even ities Angeles, 
but did'nt like "the type of people" ower there. So he came 


back to oad Francisco and made it his headguarters. 
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see brought up a® a monk he remained a wonk in his 


soul. His demands upon life were very simple. What man 


needed in his opinion, was bread and shelter. Even shelter 
— A (iy 
was not of import where nature was kind enough to care ater 
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homeless. 
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Self~education i eee Hic 
Se a sas nas sah mpd as oe vs He came to America old ewomwgh for public schools. Higher 
eq ie 


philosophy 


Changed 


education was beyond question. He learnt English. Now and 
then he went to the evening schools ~ just to add some ele~ 
mentary knowledge he needed to use for his self~education. 
Wherever he went ~ he had a book with him. It was mostly on 
natural philosophy or on moral philosophy; sometimes on 


religious subjects. 


In his old days héjwas a secluded life, in the monastery 
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"Thy Will Be Done" 


: ‘ 
Where people were coming onl} on a few occasions during the 
year. He liked those occasions, he liked to see people and 
their ways. /Néw that opportunity was his. Mvate Was no 
nécéssity for him to wait for people to come to him ~ he 


was able to go and see men wherever and whenever he liked, 


and to learn firsthand of their ways. 


For himself he needed but little. Here in America 
he could get much more than he needed. But that did not 
develope in him any ambition® or wishes for worldly things. 
In his travels he noticed that there were living millions 
of people in far worse conditions than his. He used to 
help them. Here as naturally and Simply he continued 
helping those who needed. And he did that from natural 
kindness of his heart, d#d vive in such a way that it was 


a pleasure tor those whom he helped. 


In a benevolent society he might be one of those 
important wheels of its mechanism, without whom its proper 
activity would be impossible. But he coudd not find a socéty 
of that kind to suit his needs. He prefers to be anknown. 
Now he is one of those few .witesés helping humanity without 


\ 
humanity knowing him. 
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TAKING CHANCES. tery 


In his old country, Russia, Nicholas was a man whose 
name was legion. 
eters snoat ton did not go farther than public school. 
But he had a keen observance, guick understanding, easy 


adjustment to changing life. 


In the Kussian Revolution he fought as a soldier .He 
Was a property man by his views upon life. So he fought 


on the White side. The year 1923 saw him in America. 


On coming here he knew that an y job was good for 
him. But of all of them he took that which promised more 
OM / \ 
ace painter's. First as an apprentice, Then as a 
painter. During these first stages of his life in America 


he learnd.the language, ~te made some money and saved it. 


With that money he bought some stock of Bank of 


Italy. His shares he sold just a “right time to find him- 


self in possession of enough money for other enterprises. 


In due time he became an American citizen. He 
knew that that was good not on ly for him personally but 
socially as well. For loya&a aliens are still aliens 
when Americans are always Americans. " Awerica first becane 


his personal motto as wéll. 
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_ As an American he went to Mexico, There he made more 
fe - : : 


money ~ enough for him to come back to the States and realize 


_ his next ambition. 


Coming back to San Francisco he bought an appartment 
house for whi¢h he was able to pay several tens of thousands 


dollars in cash. 


Now he is the proud owner of a good property and still 


his Way up. 
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AN OLL LOVE. 


Matthew was born on June 4, 1864, in the village of 


Gubin, of the Ostropol district of Novogradvolynsk county 
origin of the Volynsk Frovince, See See his old kussian 
q _ passport carefully preserved byes through all these 

years. And another piece of paper yellowed with age, tells 

ath, 


that he never was in jail or on trial, and there wes no 


i | objections to his going abroad. 


Matthew’s grand-father was a peasant; his father was 


a peasant; and the same hand that shaped their lives, had 


eeeeetng inscribed against Matthew$ name in the Book of Fate : a 
peasant... 
q Matthew was brought up on a small strip of land 


belonging to his father; in his cottage of clay covered 
no 
education with straw; in the dusty village street. He did not know 


Mss b. aw 
¥ school days. That sole village street played all important 

part in his life. It became his playground, his school,his 
4 university. There he taught himself to read and write 


Kussian. And that was all the education it could give him. 


From the day of his birth to the year of 1915 


Matthew lived constantlyy in the village of Gubin. Time » 
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limited rolled by from season to season, hardly noticeable ae ost ) 
wocrce- i . 
peeezons the farming routine. Luring those <7 years he did not even 
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"An Old Love " 


venture to go beyond the parish boundaries. Not that he had 
nog chance of doing S0$) He did not want it. The village 
life with all its simplicity was all he needed or cared for, 
He became attached to the place, to the people, to their 
Simple interests and the things they were doing. And there, 
among the playmates of his childhood, he met the girl | who 


later on became his wife. 


Being the only son in his father’s family, Matthew 


was excused from military service which was compulsory in 
Kkussia. When the young men of his age were called up, he 
excused got the so-called "blue ee * a certificate proving his 
| from right to exemtion. With it he was assigned to ge the vast 
conscription 
Ka reserves of kussia’s man-power as a militiaman of the II 
zeae eee TLE ORL a military training. An "opolchenetz" as 
they were called in kussia. 
One of the His father had eight children born—to—hiw: But four 
eight of them died when guite young - so high was the death rate 
a p> 


high death among the children in Kussia of his dayg. He and his three 


Lie sisters survivedé. One of them married a fellow villager 


when Matthew was still there. The remaining two were @& 


vegarded as "old spinsters® - though both in their twentiesy 


when he left Kussia. 
Last news The last news Matthew had from the old country, came 


from home about Y years ago. At that time his father was still alive; 
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f Cube. 
J phe aia Mt Meret 
his mother died several years ago; the two sisters married ' 
? 


but whom a remained a mystery to him: no names were ever 
mentioned. The new communistic regime had brought many 
changes x "the world went upside down" as the letter told 
him. The very names of the district, county and province 


were Changed. 


As it was customary among the peasants of old Kussia, 
flatthew lived in his father’s home # even when he grew up 
“eg married himself. Every penny he earned he brought home 
and gave his father. He had to ask for money when he 
needed some, and to report afterwards how it was spent. 
Father was the absolute head of the family; mother ruled 
over the womenfolk and kept the household going; members 
of the family had to obey the orders and Anta Lay or ath ae 
were told to do - and no grumbling. Coming of age meant 
certain civil rights and privileges for children; but no 


matter how old they were in their father’s home -father’s 


hand could teach them wisdom in a way as old. as mankind. 


Matthew’s father and mother wanted to see him 
married to a girl of their own choice. They wanted a 
daughter-in -law who could enrich the household with her 
dowry. Several times they tried to marry him & and each 


time Matthew revolted. In vain they tried to persuade 
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him; in vain his father beat him demanding Submission, 
Matthew withstood all. For he loved a girl of his own 
Choice. He loved the daughter of a poor widow in the same 
village and he wanted her and nobody else as his wife.For 
years lasted their ove Mon tateet the parents consented, 


In 1¥0% he married the girl he loved, 


They continued Me live in his father’s home. Eut 
persiy a apr passed Wve Saw that his wife was treated 
as accepted * @S an unwanted daughter-in-law. His parents 
Athe mother particularly,+ used every occasion to tell 
him about it in a round-about way. That was the beginning, 
Soon family owarrels started. He took his wife’s side, 
Not because she was his wife but because he saw how unfair- 
ly they treated her. And this led to the realization that 


no common life could be possible any farther 


In 1912 Matthew talked the things over with his 
father and after a violent quarrel with him left his home 
and went to live with his mother-in-law. That was bette 
on the other end of the village. To his father he left 
all, claiming nothing for himself but a cow which his 
wife brought to the house when they married. He even 


resigned from a Strip of land he was entitled to have on 


Sé€paration. 
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Cn his own Ye agai was a amy finder that village, from-whteh—-- 


—- at 4 Lo 


ws 
a. sed for construction of the railway int their 


stone 
neighbourhood. There Be went and worked for his living. 
First as a simple laborer, afterwards as a skilled ouarry- 


man of all jobs. 


re aeGee: That same year a daughter was born to him. What he 
moreno e- earned at his job was just enough to keep body and soul 
together. Eut for the young couple who dearly loved each 
other and had better dreams for their future, that was 


appaling. Were they destined for ever to live such life?’ 


Cecision In the long winter evenings they discussed that 


question again and again. At the quarry he met people from 
other regions. He heard them mentioning someone who re- 


centlyg sn to America and made good there, sending 


money to his family heme, in fkussia.,That soon that man 
intended to send enough money for his family to come 
ever to him and live there in clover. (And so they came 


to a decision: Matthew erouy As to America, work hard over 
reasons for 


immigration there to earn ; enough money to keep his family here in the 


village for—the—tiae being. and then take them to him, 


Then, in 1912 he took his passport. However, he could 
not think of going without first assuring himself of his 
Bere eesent ss etl y's nearest future. So he came to an arrangement with 


his father. Their fanilies reconciled with each other.His 
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wife went to live with his parents once nore. They promised 
| her A fair treatment, no strings attached. He was to cane 
money to her which she could spend on herself, and to his 
father as his contribution to the h ousehold expenses, In 
Parch 1415 through a -steeanship—agency-he obtained a passage 


to America, \ 


q 
7 


First steps Vatthew-case—to=the=United” © tates in ApPEPy ted 3 on 
and C 

_ -- | a German liner. To him, who never saw a city, living all 

impressions 2 


his life in his Gubin village, who could get but a passing 
glance of a few Russian cities on his way to the port of 
embarkation, New York looked tremendous. What men were 
they who could build such a city? What wonders human mind 
could create! And the crowds! The buzzing streets! The 
streets of marvelous stores! The huge skyscrapers, the 
elevated railways, the buses, cars, the underground city! 
And the former Kussian "muzhiks" who toiled on the Russian 
land the way he did, looking so prosperous and important 


in this city of cities! 


First work He arrived in New York together with scme other 


Russian settlers whom the steamship company brought er to 


American soil. Some of them knew something about America; 
BiYreea e 
at least heard something. Others had friends and relations 


4 


rth, > 
here. So he clang! to a group of them and together they went 
é 


to work in the Franklin Furness Mines. That was how he 
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became a miner, They worked in an iron mine. 


First money The work was hard. Eut the pay * small though it was 


looked grand. The first pa y day he counted his dollars, 
andshalf of themYsent immediately to Russia, to the village 
of Gubin, to the nicest girl in the world, bearing his name ., 


rocking to sleep the child of their love, + his“first=vormr 


_ceoehter. 
paney.vo Other transfers of money followed the first one. Now 
wife and 
caro they went to his wife, then to his father. Then again to 
father 
his wife. He refused himself if everything. When a tenpta- 
tion came under some guise or another, he called to mind 
the clay house covered with straw and its inhabitants. And 
that was sufficient to start working with renewed efforts. 
How happy he was when he saved his first dollar for the 
purpose of their dreams! Luring the first three years 
of his stay in America he managed to send several hundred 
dollars back home. 
Wad We pa 
News from The news from home were few and far between. Neither 
home his father nor his wife could read or write. It was always 


someone else through whom they were writing him. When 
the World War came the intervals between their letters 
grew longer and longer. He learnt that his wife ouarreled 
with his father amd went back to her mother. His father 


complained of her that instead of saving the money he sent 


Rae 


a 


ry 


“ peilatisue 


ar 
a s 


-aetis: 21a — tedton sed OF. nos 4. soon ome 


34 


stlob eid Seine of. 76R | ctecen 


siiiv eid of ,Bheewr 02 


nisne, coml .tedtst ein O45; seat , B24" eid ‘of Snow Yea? — 


ayy { ¥ OF ny « , 
a Seen, : Me 


‘pate aovi ce st poxt0R 232 


dzuons Lleas # ysq odF 704 wud | a ae 3 
yeb  ¥ Bd eat We piss as crs 


cieastbemel pueataods ie 


b 


 thedbas 


,bfioe end st P2t2 teeots odd os mide te 


id arts 3¢ 
o Siido and geeis igs yataeat |: 


oeyye@ tds gavel stead od 
= ve z 


4 i Lo | 
foyid ody bewoifot yenoe to ateisangi sates Sor 


i 3A ies : , %, £ bes Se i 
:jeasia beawtet 68 .eTin @iaey 


, ns eonkt , on tary 1379 4 183 
n hefies of ., Wear ome tO Seeks anos webtie SBE wold 
§ .efantidediat eth. 508 agiie adi reqevoneanon toe 
j is Sewecest dj ix sugu1on dese © st juetsit? ve ase raid 
ig 10%. 4 itob #ax8 eli Dever ae 26" an an a 

t25% 89TH eetho eal 

shah isi1a79s basa of t . 

ht te 

saT FF -faent9i Tet Bas eal ores sod ox sable: “sat - if 
Yau le. 2 ti .sfive1s best pines oiiw ata 10m ere 
xsi ais Titian ete" yeas, Hod “agwonas etls a0 


~ : 
th. 
“ % 
5 F 
\ 
ars 
é ty 
€ ‘Ft s 
= ae ea 
5 ee alte ot AF . 
Cee ee 
Se. ne 


gaee 30 ene 3a3 goie ss peasant: ff 


~aitel tianks asons foo e\sviedai add nano 184 | 


stix eid teat sareel elf s1egsok be 


Sr aS 


b.A. Martineau " An Old Love " ues 


peeks wife 


Shattered 


4 


her, she spent it in a foolish way. That instead of thinking 
of him and preparing to join him, she played with Pe, 
Surrounding herself with those wh®-always ready to pay court 


to a grass widow. 


Matthew was alone hewe with his thoughts, his doubts, 

his hopes. His love remained steigk] the sane, he trusted 
his wife. He thought he knew her well enough to disregard 
the warning hinted Saris father’s letter. Just another 
quarrel, another parting of conflicting interests. With his 
help his wife felt firmer ground under her feet. She could 
afford to live independently. Eut why did she not write 
him about it herselff That was the only doubt that entered 
his wind at the time. He counted his money: enough saved 
to see their dreams realized. One thousand dollars was a 
big sum of money when he remembered what it cost him to 
save it. And yet that was exactly what he sent in the 
year 1917 to kussia - with an explicit order to the bank: 
if his wife cares not to cowe, the money to be put in the 


name of his chikd. daughter till her coming of age. 


His wife did not come. Not a word came from her. His 
his pErypace ' 
letters remained unanswered. The World War too A row their 
village and scattered them all over the enormous front. 
Communications with Kussia became difficult. There was 


{ al 
nothing Left |b him but wait till the war end In the mean 
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time his life in America had passed through many stages. 


From 1v14 to 1420 he was working more or less steadily 
Worker’s life 


wom ee at different jobs, Yome- 


times the factory he was working iy cut down the number 
of its employees, and Matthew was discharged t@betrer with 
the others. Very often he quitted.on his own accord. And 
-the reason ttrat-wes behind ity was always the same. In the 
back of his mind were some eeaeiioel problems to solve. 
What puzzled him more than the absence of home news was 
the question of what had become of his wife and daughter, 
of £HEREREREE his old folk at home, sisters. The kussian 


Revolution followed the world war, and not a word could 


reach him of what was going on in their village. 


In Sommerville, Georgia he got a® employment in the 


steel plant of Herman Schwartz Co. That was as early as 
Learning 


trades 1914, and that was his second job in the United ‘cCtates.He 
stayed there for about a year, first taking part in putting 
the machinery in places; then as an assistant rollér and a 


roller. 


From there he went to New Jersey City. Here again a 
steel shop was a place of his employment, and metal rolling 


had become his speciality. 


Detroit, Michigan was next city to see him working - 


now in a brass and copper plant, but in the same capacity 
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of a metal roller. There were four machines under his super- 


vision and assistants some time later on. FEut this kind 
of work, renumerative though it was;-was not for him. His 
constitution could not wdéthstand the inevitable evils of 


copper i ae is health gave way, and he cuittes the job. 


For a change he found afi outside work in the same 
grand city of Detroit. It was laying ~-demn—=the water pipes 


for the city mecws: 


Then good wages at the Ford automobile works lured 
hin away. He was a good worker at that time and could "de-=- 
liver the goods 4 and that was all they needed over there" 
as he remembered whimsically®. He got a job as a solderer 
on gas tanks. In those days they moved the people quickly 
from job to job at the Ford factories. In New Highland 
Fark he was busily engaged in the brakes manufacturing 


division of the plant. 


The World War with its activity and prosperity in 


the making for this country, brought about another change 


to him. He was transferred to the Ford’s factory at hussian 


River. Here they were buinding submarines for someone or 
other of the belligerents. He put his hand to that, too. 
At different times he was a riveter, solderer, corker, 
stopper, examiner & in—ell-for about three years. And he 


learnt something about the water pipe system used in 
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Prosperity 


eMAn OLG= shoves” noe 


submarine Egreie uct ony for there he was working most. He 
was even made a foreman. 
As a foreman too he had charge of unloading of the 


Ford railway trucks and of repairing and renovating them. 


That was the time of prosperity for him. Living his 
simple life cost him amazingly little. Food, lodgings, 
an inexpensive entertainment now and then, a kussian or an 
English book to his hae Cer Aen alon incidentally reouired him 
months £exesta to read detistemowssh p~ was all he needed. The 
wages were high in those days, and he sew money rolling to 
him. His bank account grew. Several thousands were there. 


If only his family were with him! 


“| 


At that time a superintendent in the plant he was 


working, had a particular liking for Matthew. Very often he 
used oatel k to him discussing his family affairs andes hips 
future. They became friends. "watthew," he haa been telling 
him from time to time, " you are in money now. Save it.Jake 
my advices put it into the Ford’s stock. It’ll take care 
of itself. In a few years you’ll be surptised at what you 
have made that way. And besides % that’1ll give you the 
benefit of constant employment. Think of it!" Matthew 
did not think much of the eet ttee it was given to 


him. But how often he remembered it years afterwards and 


during this depression when all he hoped for turned into 
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worthless pieces of paper! 


Stock gambling Instead he went into stock gambling. He bought 


Illness 


Ford again 


Now a cook 


mining shares, gold shares, silver shares = thousands of 
them. One time all that was a good investment. Fis capital 
seemed to be reaching high figures. He did not sell in 
vale “The big crash diminished his years of hard labor 

to fothing. And yet he was not a gambler. All the gambling 
he had done, was done to augment his savings = to safeguard 
his future, to find his family later on and to bring them 


here. 


In 19c0 Matthew was taken ill and placed in a hospital. 
He underwent an operation for apes appendicitis. It took 
him long time to recover, and for years to come he was not 


e re AL2 AA? 
the sate man he wes before the illness. 


(\ 
on ‘eoming out of hospital he returned to the Ford 
works. Eut the results of the operation proved te—be—aseinst. 


i 
rd work did not agree with his health. He left the 


plant. 
To regain his strength he got a job of an assistant 
cook in she Detroit Bern Ue EAU: hortville, Michigan. That 
fed Meteo 
was the seme place where he wes operated on for hie appen- 


decitis. And this fact showed what kind of a man he was, 


He made friends everywhere and no ennemies. Here too he 


¢ 


«- ig ebaes@odd ~ getcde davits re 


lesigss aft -\dpentsavet 660g 8 eRe tas 


ot fies ¢O8 BI of ee wget dsid caldoees ‘eg Tae 
~- oo oi. be be - 


to¢sf Stsd sO astesy git feseinseiS weer aie ent: 


vow 
— 
i 
faa 
(et? 
ub 
ro 
Bae 
- 
* 
io 
oo 
nim 
ba 
mR 
Nowe 
ve 
~ 
we 
Land 
2 
n 
fue 
Ay 
a 
ex 
pe I 
P= 


ko 4 a 2 << wF ‘ w 
i + pr oS {22 om 23% i¥52 zg +1 


ifi JeSa2¢668° 62 sar #62 ‘ Senck ° ‘bea at 8 
‘ A oo . 


e- ie Ba) cE We see OF: S86 AO 4evael PL ene eid bait of enone? sito 


ae “a 


y gigs’ a at ¥ A 
err RY: 
OE 


gOOs S$1° ,2LiLoOLbseage wage 161 Ol¥seteq6 ae Saeatstad “sho 


#0 Lue Si S400 O07 Staee 107° bas ,tSVESST oy sats ssod. eis : 


am a8 yD se 


. i * = _ me tar 4 . 
GUtlek ANT Seen far oa fhe or ‘oad 


» ha 
fale cv, es : 


a 


; rat Ne ae oe: 
TA> s8F 0% beatess4 od issigeon® Yo ta0 pated Me act” 
Senlece Si OS hevary nofieisgo sds Ye eet aeee eas 108 ag 
2 : ( std ised aid dtie-os¥ge re bid: son tre 
figieieze se 36 40% 2-806 es ats o9tte, fit # 


~~ 
? 
& 


iM. ebilyti04 stetnaienas 4 
~FGg 16 22d GOT! ao teteiego Bae eae 
4 Bie 


bats ‘158e ‘bomede 51 


Opening a 


coming to 


for work 


Hospital-bound 


"An Old Love " 


proved to be proficient in his new occupation. Later on he 
was given charge of a large staff, being responsible for 
feeding daily (some S00 patients. The photographs still in 
his possession skx@u show him in all his glory of a cook 


Surrounded by his entourage and subordinates. 


sn? 


= 


The success of thits adventure spurred him on accon- 
plishiwge something bigger and better for himself. He decided 
& 
to launch his own Hains, An sou he knew so weé@] by 
now, he opened a restaurant of which he was A sole manager 


and 7 COOGK, 


But the venture did not succeed. Many were the reasons. 
Some could ce remedied. Eut the main Of—them could not : He 


was not born to be a manager of a restaurant. 


So he thanked Fate for dealing him a guick lesson, 
liquidated what was left of the restaurant assets, and moved 
to sunny California to find a work which moght restore his 


former self. 


His previous experiences in a hospital predetermined 
his Californian occupation. He settled down in Oakland and 
looked for an opening in ®% hospital work. ‘Soon Matthew 
placed himself with the Fabiola Hospital Association, Cakland. 
Here he went to work at first as a jeniton, fater on he suc- 


ceeded in making himself useful in many capacities that a 
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man can be in such an institution as hospital. 


§ steady years In that hospital he worked for eight eventful years. 


Weighing pros 


Reasoning 


Eventful for the world in general, of course; and directly 
and indérectly for Matthew too. First he learnt something 
about human ail@ents, their causes, treatments and results. 
He became interested in medicine and started reading on 
the subject. Treatment of many illnesses by hunger as is 
advocated by a certain Russian physician in kurope,appealea 
to him particularly. Some good results he obtained on 
himself. And second # he had now enough time to think over 


the things which before seemed to be not so important. 


His whole American life passed before his mind’s 
eyes. What did he come fort What did he gain? Did he lose’ 
Was he happy? Could he be happyt What was it that made 


him to ponder about all this* 


He came to improve his life. he wanted money to 
bring his family to him and to provide them with decent 
living conditions. He wanted a lasting love, a happy family 
ita. «Yes, be got aoney; he had it. Fut it could not bring 
his wife and daughter to him. It could not repay for the 
lost love, for the lost happiness. He ihe en arent 
health, happiness,-Saaernoney as well. He fee xm not happy 


since the days he left his old country. He triea Ware He 
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remained faithful to his wife. Years were passing by. He 
grew older as they passed. And the/results? 

remarriage of That last letter from the old country dealt him a 

his wife : 

oo------ crushing blow. His wife whom he so trusted, had failed him. 
The letter said she had married another man in the same 

, village. That was nine years ago. And thirteen years since 

| he left home. And yet it seemed outrageous. What had be- 

come of the sanctity of marriage? Marrying another man 

| when he, Matthew, her legal husband was still alive and 
sane! His wife, his beloved Motya - a bigamist... 

tragedy of Unbelievable! And yet it was there in black cold 


Ben one sou! letters. " Till death us part..." She swore that upon 
TAN | | 
the sacredest of all Eooks. Who said iy: "Marriages are 
\ 
made in heaven"? Ha! Perhaps, re-mwade, too? What a 
fool he was all the time! Trusting a woman.@xxwken Didert 
he know’for years the proverbial Russian saying:" a woman’s 
hair is long, but her wit is short"? And what an advice 
the people’s wisdom offered to a man about #8 warry hme? 


"If you go to war, pray; if you go on a sea-journey, pray 


twice; but pray three times when you are going to be 
married.” 


His letters home remained without a reply. There- 


Suspense 
i eciras fore the fact that he was still living and legally they 
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R@Het continued to be a wedded pair, made no difference 
Over there. Kventually he learnt the reason: the Soviet 
Government had made marriages and divorces a very Simple 
affair in Russia. No more lengthy consistorial proceedings; 
no more need of his consent; no more proofs of any kind. 
Not even his presence was reouired. All his wife needed 

was her request for divorce. So undoubtedly Matthew had 
been divorced witho ut his slightest knowledge of when or 


how. 


Matthew had to submit to defeat. Bitter as it was it 
had to be accepted. And that he did. During these nine 
years he became reconciled Wee ths fact that he had no 
wife anyoumore, nor any rights upon the woman who once had 
been his wife. She had arranged her own life according 
to her own liking. But what about his daughter? Not that 
he wanted to claim her from her mother. Far from it. But 
he thought that being a father and with no other responsi- 
bilities behind him, he might be at least of some help 
to ee@e his child. Financially or otherwise. With that 
aim in view he tried once more to get in touch with his 


folk at home. Eut to no avail. 


Those personal problems had kept him eeageéeagcece 
aloof and far from te assimilating wash the main funda- 


mentals of living in this new country of his adaptation, 
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He remained a Russian in heart and mind. There was nothing 
in the new country, save comfort and general conditions of 
earning a livelihood, which could replace the old love and 


the old country ties. 


Twenty one years passed since he left Russia. In 
that long period of time naturally many changes had taken 
place. Some of those whom he knew in his native village, 
died; those who were but tiny babies and children were 
grown up by now and, perhaps, as active and yearning for 
a better life as he was in his days. The World War brought 
great changes into Russian village life. The Revolution 
which followed had not only turned things, institutions 
and lives upside down, but remaped the face of Russia and 
NRERAPRAXAHExIexyyeZan. reshaped and remoulded the very men 
and women whom he considered so conservative and stable. 
He read newspapers, books on new Russia. So many confiic- 
ting accounts! He met people who went to Russia. Some 
praised the new order; others - not. Yet those who praised 
did not remain over there, but came back here. Why not to 
ge there personally and decide for himself? And he made up 


his mind to do that as soon as possible. 


In 1931 he had some $500 saved from the crash in his 


bank; the rest of his investments had practically no value. 
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At that time there was no Soviet Consalate in San Francisco, 


a 


nor in America in fact. The nearest Soviet offices could be 
found in Mexico and Canada. But notwithstanding his twenty 
Not_a citixenone years in America Matthen Ef “ot take’ his naturalization 
papers. In time of his landing in this country such procedure 
was not considered necessary. Now it was too late. So he 
could not go in person for tte tear of being not admitted 
dusk over the border. A good law obeying citizen as he was, 


he would be regarded just as any other alien trying to make 


his entrance into the U.S. when returning here. 


So he went to the steamship agencies for advice 
passage and arrangements for that safety of his trip. It took some 
eae eo Tet time to find a way out. Finally it was suggested to him 
that he could go to Russia on a temporary visit taking a 
eoona trip ticket. In this case the steamship company 
could guarantee him his return to the United States if 
| he so decided after a short stay in the country of the 
| Soviets. And in case of him remaining there he could 
still have some part of the cost of his return ticket paid 
him back. The arrangement seemed fair and satisfactory 


to hin. 


Boge Lore Eut when he went to his Eank to take the necessary 


money he got a shock of his life. The Building and Loan 
Association whom he entrusted his fonds Suspended call 


payments. Instead of getting his $500 he was offered a 
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$25 a month settlement. 


The unforeseeing There was nothing left for him but to accept it. 


The hopeg of seeing his old country were 
frustrated. At least for the time being. To this the 
hospital in which he was so steadily employed soon 
closed its doors. He was left without a job. The money 
he alloted for the trip became needed for h is sek 
support. As it always happen it was all gone before he 


was able to find another employment. 


He considered himself lucky when at last he found 
work in a smal} building withwasyvenatwyansvenwkune A 
janitor, night watchman and an elevator man all at once, 
Matthew receives new $70. a month. And from that meagre 
sum he manages. to save a few dollars every pay day for 


his trip to Russia. 


When the Consul General of the Sovsewt Union of the 
Soviet Socialistic Republics opened his offices in San 
Francisco, Matthew was one of the first to visit them. 

He found the Consulate of the U.S.S.R. much more impoosing 
than that of the Imperial Russia in former days here in 
San Francisco. Instead of the few rooms in the Flood 
Building where the two-headed eagle decorated the offices 
of the Imperial Consulate, the red flag of the new kussia 


was flying over a spacious fashionable residence in a 
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restricted district of the city. He expected the new demo- 
cratic Russia to employ lesser and simplier formalities 


than its Czarist predecessor. He met however with far more 


despotic demands and regulations. A peasant by birth, the 


one who left Russia in 1913, long before the Revolution 
broke in the country, with his old passport and papers in 
order, with his long experience in this country, a skilled 
worker in many specialities,- he thought of passing through 


all the formalities in no time. 


He filed his application months ago, in 134. Then 
he was asked to write a life story about himseéf and his 
stay in this country and his doings. Now he is waiting for 


the decision. 


Perhaps soon he will te on his way to the old country, 
the old country of his memories and dreams. Will he come 
He admits both 


back again to America? Or will he not? 


possibilities.... 
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4 WHEN GAMBLER WINS.- 


In his old countyy,: Russia,: he gambled with life, 


origin Ame eal : 
a oa jetty a 4 soldier¢tihe White: Army thaty fought bolshevism 


an oe 


in Russia.. He preferred order to disorder,succession to 


education chaos, evolution to revolutjion.. He was in his 22nd year 


54 e & 


then,:a graduate of high school and engineering college../ 


In that, gamble he lost;,.rematnring in the- country. 


pariah The: Winneris divided the spoils among themselves... For: him 


es F a & 


there was left owt, derision and privatjions.. Naturally 


his convinctjions coull be only stwengthened.- 


reasons for: . oT Ae 
eee So in 1921 he decided to go to America.. There: he 
immigrataon 


Stee - thhought,: chances at; least; were: even... 


than gh, 7 | 
first, job He. easily peed the language,:working first as a 


1p Se ae ee a 


dishwasher in a second class hotel,. Later -on he: became 
a bell boy.. This job taught; him many things.- Jaorg tjhem 
% the: lights and shades of the American night; life.. Being 
veeeean single, strong and cur:ious he decided to gamble aa 


oe ee a Fe cast 


But, this t;ime: not with his life + with money which was 
plentiful in those days.. 
Many a night; he spent; in gambling places, playing #w‘V 
t LU F 
lela wisely and cautiously caneber,) He often won,. But, he never 
Jo me 
went. broke: losing only the amount; determined reer Mae 


This was noticed by the: cool heads in power in gambling 


places. He was offered a croupier'’s job.- And he took 
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" When Gambler Wins": 


it. It was a well paying job.. Sometsimes he. made. up to 
$250 a week. 

One thing# leads to anotjer.: His cool head and Pd 
good judgment. brought; him an offer of partnership in 
one: of those. places... He: learnt; all there: was to learn 
about, the "trade.™ And he: made: enough money toa,: to 
Start; a new life.. Gambling was only an experiment. to 
him,. 

Meetjing a good Russian girl,« he decided to quit 
the gambling altogether... And so he did, first: mamrying 
the girl.. 

He is an American citizen Lew omtte. is in a 
legitimate: retail business,: prospering,: respected in 


tyhe. community... 


This time. 5 as he says > he gambled to win,: and 
ae. wOn.. 
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THE £&ND OF THE ROAD 
Moros Was born in Russia in 1890. He was brought up 
in a good family of modest means, Ses his education 


included some private tuition, high school and a college 


He came to United States in 1921. All what he 
had in Russia was lost; his parents died; to the new 


a an Whtb@reepeast undesirable 


With him he brought his young wite. 


rulers of Russia he was 


to them. 


Being young and ressourceful he took the first job 


offered to him ~ that of a lumberman in the state of 


Washington. Eventually he moved to San Francisca, where 


a daughter was born, te=«-ben 
~ 


ie 
During years that pee Omen RATS shar ene he 
changed any tines ‘Wis occupation) Being intelligent 
and guick-witted he learnt as many trades. None of them 


appealed to him so much as to make it his life's choice. 


He wanted a work where he could find himself 
employed among people whose daily requirements were above 
bread and butter and other necessities of lite. He knew 
that his abilities and intelligence could be used to a 


greater advantage ¥ were they taken into consideration. 
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He found tat well-nigh impossible. He did not know 


inglish well enough; nor could he make enough money to 
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"The End of the Road" 


to launch his own enterprise. 


So outwardlyy he resigned himself to making enough 
money for his family. But inwardly he was heading for a 
trouble. His earnings were enough to provide decent 
living for the family, to give his daughter a better edu-~- 
cation in a private school, to insure #ahsed## them 


against years to come, taking life insurance $b. that 


ettect. Hd# To do that he was working additional hours. 


And that proved to be his undoing. 


In this age of machinery he found himself a slave, 
His body# was working hard, his mind stayed idle. In 
his free hours he found he could not exercise it teon~ 


. wey AL Joy 2 ag 
there were too few of—them, 


There was a constant fear ~ that with growing 
older with each coming year he might find himself suddenly 


without a job and be unable to provide for the family. 


When the depression came and his earnings lessened, 
that fear became all important. He could not bear it 
any longer. And he took his life with his own hands ~ 
thinking that the fasporatce money wid Handdeeadd make 


good where he failed. 


He found something was wrong in the life around hin, 
He could not change it himself. So he left it for the 


others to change when he lost his coufage. 
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THREE OF A KIND.. 


b) THE WAY OF IVAN.,. 
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Russian officers ; just, out of 

gins: one of the best ahi hens schools of Petroyvrad, yot their 
| _ first, commission from the hands of Kerensky,~ the idol i: 

Jot the Russian Revolution in its early stave. Then 

mA _ Kerensky was in the apoyee of his ylory,: hailed as 

Saviour of Russia.. 


They were assigned to a regiment in the acting army 
fighting under the command of the famous vener-al Kornilov. 
All three were in their 2oth year, full of undying hopes . 
ae of youth and dreams of greater and better future for 
eS Russia.. st+—three—passtttrroreh-tre-sanesbiv school; . 
— together Tiey gratlatet trom—tre-same Wi Ti tary —sehoal. | 
he to the Sai ews “and tdeeds, being friends. 


f chitthood, did they stidi-reeptrat—Lriendship sow... 


This is the story of Ivan,. 


When the bolsheviki in Russia came to power, and 

reasons for ; 

cnaneenenenenenenene Che Yussian Armies of the Western front turned into mad 
igration 
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J ree mobs rushing back to their homes in illusory hope fer ie" | el 
ae 7 

, : ies: 

ie lice and land” that—were promised them ~ Ivan was | Bis 


discus ted” fle joined the Army to fight for the common 
cause of Russia and her Allies ~ not for a separate 


= 


truce. and the treaty of beriest Litovsk.. So he decided to 


ae oe) 


go on fighting individually,:on behalf of Russia.. 


; Ki 
Through the Caucasus and Persia he reached Bahdad = 


and entered the canks of the British Army there.. Then 


‘the Armistice came and the British Army was demobilized, 
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to London,: dngland.. Phere he was offered to 
a~ to fight for his country under Admiral 


M a 
a accepted the offer and was inoue to Ad 


went 


er all the dramatic chanee in their: fortune... And 


| aw ioe 


Ce eikelly Vladivostok saw him again for a short while ~ 


ain. 


perm He 


now to dare the Pacific Ocean in a dae mee icieeek eee with 


several other Russian officers.. [hat was how he cane 


P| 


to United States.. 
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And so what? tHe was a sailor 2" the cutter during 


the adventureous voyage. Thus it happened that his 


; ete ; 
first job here was tereeeh a sailor. Eventually he 


ee t employment with tie company operatiny the Ferciry 
. } q 4 


oe boat sete, ie: wie + he greatest teacher of all.. Waves 


weale Bese ee padibaons wece'nt bad ~ léaving aside 


the 


such triffles as hot blasts and temperature of the 
is * 


Oo 


machine room.. So he stayed at; the job.. Now his senio~ 
; ; ’ 


: } $4 By ¥) 
rity in service sulspecialbity oma his good assetf. 
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As a matter of course he took his first: papers,: 
immediately on his arr:iival.. A few years later he was 


ae trent an American citizen, conscientious and loyal. . 
a te 
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He camé to the States ep a single man.. Several 
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The Three Of A Kind,..b) 


public school now. Ivan's wife is working in a 


dressmaker's establishment. She is a citizen,: too.. 


Constant, employment at good waves for both #### 
#HEK allowed them tj save some money ie—eepemeberrk and 
live a life to their liking. they both are intelliyent 
people,: and as such~sociable and caring for things 
above average in Ameriican life... Such people as they 


are the backbone of any cultural advancement.. ; 


Their son speaks and wriites Russian and attends 


a Russian school twice a week... Yhen time comes for him 


efi 


to sail the sea of Life,: he will have these Winning 


winds with him: the Russian languave and knowledge afd 


or understanding of Russian culture~ literature,science 


and art,- as additional assets. 
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_ THE. THREE OF A KIND... 


a) THE WAY OF GEORGE : 
by Abbarde 


ind " 
f, | fa yew 
In 1917,: three young Russian evieeiel iat out of 


one of the vest; military schools of Petrovrad, got their 


‘ first, commission from the hands of Kerensky,~ the idol 
of the Russian Revolutjion in its early ah apen, thet Ke~ 
sates _ rensky was in the apoyvee of his glory,: hailed as saviour 


of Russia,. 7 
al 
ee 


cee They Were assigned to a regiment in the acting army 


ee vee , 
education fighting under the command of the Lamous genera]: Kornilov.. 
ed Peed Rae Pt Mae Pt 


All three were in their 20th year; full of va et hopes 4 
of youth and dreams of vreater and better future for 
Russia. tdd—trreepassed.-theoursithe-seteibso100.L5, 
Lagetien.they-eradrated=fronisthe-sarenntlitary school.Alt™ 
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three~held@to the same views and ‘ideals, being frie rcs 


from-cehtidhoods=-—tnd they" StTrit kee pti LLL LLe dbp 


This is the stowy of-one of tewerr, Georve.. 

When general Kornilov was staying his coup d'etat, 
George es with him.. Rowmiieer With the veneral he went 
to Bykhovy: »Levedher with him he fought against the 
bolshevist armies at Rostov aa Donu and in the steppes. 
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After# veneral Kornilov's death, active part in the 


"Dobrovolcheskoy"z White Army,: advancing to Moscow and 


then rolling back to th\ Black SeaWhoresy Aftety.s. ites 
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The Three o 


final defeat, he was eventually evacuated to France... Then 


in 1925,: dissatisfied with the conditions in furope he 


came to U.S.,: settling in San Feruancisco. 


First ' . 

renee most O&@ kussian immigrants he did not, know English 

job >) 
pena of them,: coming after the Zevolution,: he had lost 

all: money,: possessions,: standing.. So naturally, the only 


employment he could get or find was ®% manual labor. tle 


—_ 


became a dishwasher, Then a janitor. An honest, conscien~ 
t 


new : : ‘ SaaS : we eres 
proiession tious worker he was liked by his employers.. being a janitor 


Phe Pe kam Oem het Aas Ne he tes Ses 


turned into profession with him. All these years he was 


steady employed as janitor.. He is sOmPRL a janitor now. 


family He married a Russian girl emi in San Francisco. 


oe rece ae CNet be 


They have two children: a boy under 8 and a small girl. 


both working flis wife is working in a dress~making factory in this 
earnings city.. Their combined earninys allow them to live with- 
ia et Fae ne races ent 

out; worries about the next day... They bought a house ot 


gs 


thett—own. gy stiall nest~eyg kept warm f[riom the iirst 
Se . * 
days assure8 brighter outlook for days to come. 


citizenship sy, ; = ; 
ct a ae en rr They took their first papers immediately upon 


arrival inte this country... Five years later they became 


American citizens. 


Language: } 
nen Though Americans 
04 €6)5° 


an tae tae pe 


,.and very loyal Americans %& that, 
rem, they still treasure Loge for their old coustry, 
Russia.. It hurts them to see Ogme So rich and powerful 


a country now a prey to ae experiment ¥ which the promoters 
; f 4 


themselves admit to be a failure... They keep their Russian 
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connections friends; the: ae Russian news papers 


- published oe this country, Add DOGRMRMORnasian.. In 
their home they teaok their children ‘to speak and 

write Russian and send them once in Pwcck to a Xussian 
school for the same reason.. But of course their childrien 


J Cp s 
ace attending Americans sciools Lipset—et—etin. . 


As the parents, being Russians, are interested in 
all their. children are oe ee aire tees HAS results 
are excellent.. Even now they plan to vive college 


education to their children.. 


They are good American citizens themselves, tuey 
are preparing still better ones to take their place ~ 
taeir children.. They know that, no matter what happens 


Americans to the world,« their old country, Russia, will cone out 


eres 
x of her present torture as a great country once more. 
the - Sp af 2 : = 


+e “. *. . 
_ Then as Awericans, their children will have 
possible chance of taking an active part in developpinyg 


the mother country of their parents,: and of vuilding 


up success for themselves. 
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THE TARRE OF A RIND. 


ce ) c) THE WAY OF PAUL... 
a ™ 4 
seeds ; . ) Added 
at ; f prow @ 
In 1917,: three youns Russian eae out: ‘of 
one of the best military schools of Petrograd,: zot their 
first commissionsfrom the, tiands of Kerensky,~ the idol 
of the Russian Revolution in its early stage. Then 
Kerensky was in the apoyee of his gvlory,hailed as MX, 
Saviour of Russia... : 


They were assigned to a regiment in the acting army 
fighting under tie command of the famous general Kornilov. 
All three were in their 20th year; full of Upcwmpmpy hope 


-of youth and dreams of greater and better future for a 

i}. Russia... Atithree passed tirotettle same hbienr—scno0T; . ‘ 
eer” touether they oradierted.from tie. cone tit+?tary senor, . ae 
a | A1)—tiree—reld_to—_tie—seame—riews=—aithiabewel 5 5. - ddadPad Shi ‘ 
fricods—trem-crtidreed. And they—sttit-—teep——that-— } 


frierdsitp now. 


fue ts the Story sof Paul. 


ane) Went through all the seigehsd dai wae of the Kussian 


Evol at iba: fighting on its White sider. Vere he ever Kees 
told that he might See as much of Russia's territory 


. ‘ Bard - : 
and population as he bedseen during that period, ihe 
. would never a kitemel ie bus that #HA#### was written in 


his book of fate... It was written there too,: that , pressed 


hard by the Reds he entered the Chinese territory and was 


paren es China he decided to come Je Cyt. i, Ai 


He. was bteeterd as a Sailor by one of the steamship 


+ fle learned the trade 
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and this country. In 1923 he entered ###44484 United 
States as an able~volied seaman,: and as such he easily 
got employment.. And seafaring became his habitual ocecu~ 


pation treT=.tree, 


bnglish steadily, and te gece 


fy j LA 
it well before the time he = Sat aa He 


Studied technical books on his profession® DOOKS on Sea~ 
BAER Pe; nglish was no handicap fuoteiwem any more,: and 
he suc ceeded in mastering the ‘trade he chose for hin~ 


self.. ‘ 


P gee ae : ity ; 

His abilities were noticed. Géadually but, surely 
he moved up the ladder of his profession... fle passed 
the examinations; eventually became an Officer... then 


first. mate.. 


“a He: has reached his first soal.. And he does not 
eee intend to stop at that,: sdt-be Temaltn tegwe a Sinvle man 


fill he becomes master of "S.S.iuc. 
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“THE OLD TIMER.. 


“When his family immigrated here from Russia, 
Mexander was barely 10 years old. That, happened in 
the year 1889.. 

What weme the reasons of their coming to the United 
States he could not remember.. But his father was of a 
Jeorgian descent in ewrrrra. fo vy all Per a eee 
eet immigration Was Likely pemiees an outcome of some 
distant blood feud so devastating to the families one 4 
cemneda: | 

tie Ly Pore bcadade senineet? ‘ee a’ poy in tite 


State of Arizona. There his father had a stiall clothing 


business  Dr-tirese—tejee - Alexander was helping Him in 4 
yeneral way and studying the trade.. Five years later 


the faflily moved to California.. Friom that time on they 
Qelvesided in San Francisco % forty years now! 
Ne passed through the elementary school in Russia, 


fuglish ne learned herex: in the States.. wove Tike went sy 
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ne acca ee a high school later. In those 


days people did not care much about university education... 
So he did not go to college.. His father though sotld aie ) me 


~~ 


afford that.. He picked the clothing business as his life's 
work, and be stayed at ite. 
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Family life 
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Liabilities 


pane cee test eee en am Ha ME Went a 


New start 
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apout: all... He: could not restore his own security, his 
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" The Old Timer” Re ae ee | 


his father,: then on his own.. They made“sood living in 


those LAYS weebaldahetieencnomebetoreereeie {i 1] the great fire of San 


| Priancised.. j destroye ed all they hady. Sone wen "Bese 


Aya 
vained by that, fire,. Ve wm Lost all.. Only debts were 


ys 
left,« incurred by tue contemplated expansion of tite 
business. 

While still prosperous he married an American girl. 
Every child that followed was regarded by them as a 
plessing.. With his business ruined, the devts*to'be paid, 
with no immediate pecospect of Starting Agatti! his pusiness | 


activity, he was pressed tp think of their maintenance. 
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ee | 


So he wet employment as 4a clothing salesman... Gra~ 
dually he paid ais Jebtseuhy vaveay ood agabataen to 


his ohildren.. te earned enough money, to provide for the 

ete te a Sp es oni 

family). insured tis, life, .-e-rrew tmt they could be 
( Ave . “. . ' 

secured for, future Lt O4S5 1Qte 1415 death.. But that was 
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\ ‘ 
own standing /(Witw business. 


Been a single man ali, t ine of the eahens es he 


vin 
he could enti Cablhbahbsiieintidelinieetvener 11 0 only 6 weather phat 


storm of Fife, but 48 come gut successfully on tne top 
once again... Now be is a good provider and cLes peteo 3 
ereyhaired man whom ## Life taught to ve wise and 


above tiie trivialities of moneyed world.. He is sti 


salesman with one of large clothing firms.. 
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AMONG THE SAN FRANCISCO STARS. 


It is a well known fact in the musical world that 
the city of San Francisco has becone ‘cradle of young 
musical talent#. Of them guite a number have already 


attained an international reputation. 


Strange as it may appear the overwhelming majority 
} } 
AG 
of those young talents ape either Russian by birth,children 
of the recent Russian immigrants, or native born Americans 


of Russian parentage. 


Enough to mention such names as Menuhin and his 
sister, Stern, Golubev, Zickman, Dubman, Solovieff, Slen~ 


acinsky...And the list is far from beény completed. 


Next on that list of the ascending musical stars 
is James Arkatov. He is a 13 years old boy cellist - s0 
far as we know the first and the only child cellist in 


the whole constellation of young talentf. 


Sa AN 


James, whose Russian name is Alexander, rea—beetn 
born in Moscow, Russia, in 1921. He came to America toge~ 
ter with his parents when he was 2 years old. His father, 
DreAlexander Arkatov is a photographer of repute and a 


cinema director at..some--tiwe in Germany, known to Hollywood. 
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James became interested in music from the days of 
interest in : : 
wwwacuee~we~ his childhéédd. At the age of 5 he was already paaying 


serious musical pieces on the piana. 


Once ,¥ James was 9 then + he heard the famous 
sane Russian cellist, Gregory Piatigorsky,» a guest artist of 
the San Francisco Spmphony, playiag before the spell 
bound audience. He was so immensely impressed by the 
great musician's play) Ghat thea-end at once he said 


that he wanted to become a cellist himself. 


Study Four years ago James began the study of cello. For 


— a ree ae ee 


three years now he has been under Willem Dehe, himself a 
Russian, and a great master of cello, the teacher of 
Gregory Piatigorsky, and now a member of the San Francisco 
Symphony. He studies harmony and counterpoint with Julius 


Gold and piano and musicianship with Elizabeth Alexander. 


First Last year he appeared for the first time before the 


recital public in the Fairmont Hotel. He was acclaimed as a 


= ee 8 es eg ee 


success. 


Russian A Gregory Piatigorsky, world famous cellist, says of 


Americans 
James: 


"He was born to play the cello...the most talented 


boy of his years | have ever heard." 


Molinary and Hertz have both praised him highly and 
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declared him ready to play with a symphony. 


This year, hailed as a cello virtuoso, he will give 
a recital January 7, at the San Francisco Upera House,under 
the management of Wilfrid L.Davis; this recital being in-~ 


cluded inj@ the series of the concerts given under that 


management in the season~1934~1935- 
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NEVERTHELESS A RUSSIAN 


My father was a Finn, and my mother a Swede. Never~ 
theless I consider myself a Russian for the reasons that 


followyey 


# 


la educated in a Russian Gimnasium in St. Peters~- 
burg. Then I enrolled in a military school in Moscow;from 
that school 1 graduated as an officer of the Russian Army. 
And x that was Still more important, % living among the 
Russians the greatest part of my life, serving in the 
Russian Army, I myself became one of the Russians, much 


attached to, and loving, the Reman people. 
41890, 


I was Oe the city of Tsarskoye Selo ( near St. 


Petersburg, Russia.) My parents owned there an art work- 
: cae 


: Tra 
shop and a store where they were.selling objects of art. 


I was the only child in the family. My parents, 
being people of sufficient means, were able to provide a 


good education for me.“ 
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ee came for me to start my studies, amy 


mother, who was a well educated woman, had herself pre- 
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pared me for the first class of the local Gimnasium. I 


went there in Sitch Lte / 
a f 


Xe 


sl studied up to 1¥04@. In that 


year wy parents ened to St.Petersburg, J was transferred 
; i 
to the kighth Gimnasium of that cityd“¥fon there [] W2¥ 


Sratuated in 106. 
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OT 7 ea 
At that time I had-er~irtentien to enter the Imperial 


Medical Academy in St.Petersburg. But the cesssser@nt circum- 
: { 


stances ped changed the situation in such a way, that instead 


of the Academy 1 found myself in a Military School in Moscow, 


In 1410 after graduating from the Moscow Military 
School I got ny appointment as officer to one of Finnish 
Regiments of the Russian Army. With that regiment I went 


to war in 1914. f 
4 


# 


‘In the very first battle I was wounded ag@ so 
severely that, being evacuated to the rear, I was kept in 


hospital in Fskov for about six months, 


‘Being released from the hospital I was freed from 
the service at the front and was named an adjutant to the 
city commandant of Wilno. I was s@ri in that capacity 


when the Russian Kevolution broke out. 


ae 
As the new Pociinwns not to my liking I soon made 
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arrangements to be transferred to Siteria. Afterwards, 
when tee power was seized by the bolsheviks 1 a the 
city of Irkutsk where I was on the staff of the Military 


District, and went to Helsingfors, Finland. 


Of course the fact that my name was not Russian and 


that I spoke Finnish and Swedish languages fluently, helped 


me considerably. -/ 


a ‘ 
* il 
he aoe 


eae however, I lived but a few months. 


There 1 learnt that Russian White Armies were being 
formed in the Russian Far East with the purpose of fighting 
against the bolsheviks. So immediately I went to Harbin, 


ha 
China, using the roundatout meute. 


ewe 


‘exe tury I joined the army of the Ataman Semenov. 


With thet—ertry 1 served for about one year. 


zee 

Then I married. The sgwre nurse who cared r si seh ps 
the Pskov Hospital some years ago, and whom I met Sia to hee ee 
tert become my wife. I retired from twe active service and : 
moved to Shanghai. This was mostly on account of my health. 


It was imea.cvery poor Sete in those days 5 ae an after- 


math of the wounds received in the war. 


From Shanghai weaneectl, 1 and \wy wife) immigrated 


. td 
to the United States.—-Here we settled down in San Francisco. 
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In 1930 we beth became American citizens. 


Neither I nor my wife ee working. Having saved a } 


_ Little we are making our living here by letting rooms and 


taking borders... 


Of course we feel the depression. Although not so 
strongly as those shew who have no means of existence, or 


Wee those who are now among the unemployed. 


I do not know a single thing about my relatives 4, 


in Russia. Since 1y20 I have lost tise Sight of them. The 
i 


Nao 
most probable thing happerbngustessthewe—- they either perished 
fren the hands of the tolsheviks or died of hunger during 


the famine, in 1920 or 1921. 
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A LONE GAME. 


Sophie was a child of 10 years Gwe when her family 
immigrated from Minsk Province, kussia, arto the United 


States. That happened in the year 1¥04. 


There were several reasons for their coming to the 


somesot a conscientious objector to military service of 


any kind. And at that time the RKusso~Japanese war had 
just started... | 
She Sueded could rememcer herself as a girl in the 
‘ } 


si F ( 
State of Utah. Her father was 4 gooa taylor in their old 


country. Here;—inhie—rew surroundings; te wan ted to" 


As a taflor he naturally con- 


tinued in America —_Hes~-Wade 2 small ousiness at first. 
They lived in a tiny cottage Yoon . beer “ree 


g garden for her to play around. From there she went to 


her first American school. There she uttered her first 


knglish words brought home from that school. 


Sophie received her elementary education when 


still in kussia. So she could write and read Kussian 
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well nearer coming to this country. Otherwise her knowledge 
could net go farther than a few casual words in Kussian -for 
the first thing they all three did eee ae tee iries English 
oblthe—ttme. There was no school for her to study the 
language of her native country and no chance at home. Her 
parents were too busy and fatigued after day’s work to spend 


additional hours in perfecting her Russian.” 


American , ’ ; 
eee <— Sophie went to a public school first, and to a high 
| education 
ae school afterwards. 
fventually her father made good in his line of 
Establishing 


themselves business. Soon he had an establishment of his owny giving 


employment to several people. They prospered, making a good 


living in those days. 


Aftereards her father sold his business, and they 


* Coming to | Ge 
San Francisco moved to San Francisco, “tere Sephies-fether  tecame 
interested in real estate businesses Luring his first years 
in that field, ‘te people Bae plenty of woney bu uy bers iio sama ee 
land. eee erinees was brisk and encouraging, anved then ds 
were safe and good. 
a. Crash Then the great crash Came. Their investments eae tee 


to nothing. True her father was still able to make life 
tolerably eet tor them. Hut his strength and health were jah 
SAE —WOry. “he died. And seem her wother followed ninety V 
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They left a small insurance pening them. 
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After that cmeekh Sophie who petope—was enjoy MiG_ 


comforts of life in the home of her parents, went to work. 


A 
j 


* e } 
Now it was af a sales~girl in a department store, Then as 


a clerk in an office down town. 


) 
In the evenings, after her dayS work was over, she 
studied book-keeping, stenography, secretarial work. She 
was working hard. Deliberately she aimed at breaking 


through the wall divvi dividing success from failure. And 


she succeeded. 


Now she has a good position in one of the business 
firms of the city. Her employers are showing appreciation 
of her aeheneatans and her work. She is loved by her 
fellow workers in the office. So she is heading for a 


promotion in the near future and for a chance of pertner- 


ship later on. 
fh 
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All these years of work she remained single. There 
4 


— 


) Wher, 
were happy moments in her life before, for a year she was 


a very happy wife, when her parents were still alive. But 


ayy | 
her young husband died suddenly Uven—they—were—soheev-endy 


ee 


ee ag eg than 
reppiyse Abi s memory \she treasures, Eut when she alone 
reaches at last the goal they both set for themselves in 


life - that of comfort and independence,~ she will try to 


find a new happiness in home life. 
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When the Russian civil war was over and tine White 

cause was lost and the keds triumphed over their enPfemies,:. 
\ > 

Savva arrived oi flarbin,: China, texmeer with his young 

wife.. Many Russian officers and soldiers from the White 


armies came theme too.. That was in 1920.. < 


C 


It was a hard year for them all.. The newcomers could 


Y 


not find work. Harbin, the city with 80,000 of Russian 


settlers rapidly grew in Russian population to 300,000. 
In that struggle for existence white people had to work 


as hard as Ghintese.... 
For two lony montis Savva was looking for a job. 


oe Ih the wean time his wife brought him a baby daughter. 
nployment 


hb ; 


last he vot employment in the city park as a night 


aS watchman.. His salary of 40 yen a month was nardly enouga 
oe cnpcntedny for food ow 


One of Savva's friends once told him that he saw 
a Russian just from Japan,:who told him that money could eg a 
be made over there more easily by selling manufacture to 


the rural population... Than was an Ld Cai iserni 


In company of six men Savva sailed from Dairen to 
Simonoseki,: Japan.. A Russian merchant met them there, : 


 pought them tickets to Osaka, supplied with manufactureg/” 

7) z we ”, a . é F ; 4 
started to work for him on commission basis. And 
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ew a . single. word in Japanese! In seven montis Savva 


was able to make around 1,000 yen,: sending besides 
hate bone money every month to Harbin to maintain his 
wife and the baby. 
These first; earning went to briny his family to him 
to Japan.. With their arrival he doubled his efforts, that 
was hetbathry uy provid Bee fee their living and for their 
future as well.. They could not stay indefinetely in Japan: 
the country Was foreign to Ase My: [ty was good only asia 
step to the land of the freeW ~ Americas. 
[n'1923. Savva with nis family arrived in Seattle,and 
immediately afte euards moved to San Francisco.) tis expe~ 
rience in dapan served hi it werk He decided to take the 


same line fa salesmanship | PR ee in ae x 


A -pertodeof a‘ hard manual jov, coupled with a constant 


study of Bnghisiny followed. At last he saved jae enougi 


money, mastered enough invlish to start as a speciality 


salesman.. [le worked as many Hours as he could stand.. He 


eR was making good, Rvery opportunity joouredy WAS NLS eriere. 


He eventually could become one of the highly placed ~ 


ana paid men in the country. but ® see heart, strony 


ec geh Seer not witastand the tremendous amount of 


it. “It. failed him one day.. The man 


great asset to his new edit ier was no 
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SHE SAID "NO"! 


She dared say "no!" to the: amorous advances of a 


—— rising Soviet, official -,. in Russia of early 1918.. She 
was 20 thhen.. He: promised her brilliant, future and a 
prominent place in the Soviet; paradise: to~be.. She said 
reasons for "no!" Life was a daily gamble for an average Russian 
impsgrstéon citizen of the bee deges She did not; want; to lose it,so 
she fled. Sf 
am Odessa,‘ Constantjinople and London Ra Se Ly} ele 
education nese. She had ett; behind her in Qussth a high school 
— educatdon,:a few yeatis in a girls! college, comfortable 
means, good family.. She could speak fluent, French and 
German,‘ had a good voice, played_ fne11/ Piano being a 
pupil of a famous Russian professor of music... 
Yet none: of those assets was good fer wer inthe — 
a new country : she could not ‘speak English}=set-a word) 


_pfesiet.: Her fellow contrymen whom he. wet@here succe~ 

ded in placing her in a Mone a soon after she found 

herself a dishwasher in {i idol aurant-Thet—wes-—a 
heertonn—cebebbiahacatie With the experience she got 

there: it; was easy for: her to find a better job in a 


Russian enterprise of the. same. kind.. Here: her voice 


was-aoticed. first.) In a short; time she became a sin~ 


"Yon" se bevisb ae 


s to esvasvbs ano Toms ght of Bi 
Zi tie aaayod gatsia ee 


of2 . rer Ultas lo sieash ai re isi 
taniilind vd besine sg 34 peat as ade = 
ivee of9 21 sosiq thoaiworg aa. 


s ‘bas stored ; 


hise oilé pedmod oaibstag i749 


neieend opepeve ae 10l oiduey lish 5s ese oltl “tow” 


on bib o@ aan gangs to ossi tio hry 


oa i oaol oF Jaen | 3 
, “tyhokt ote 


*% 


Sa 


cuca bas siqoahinaleno) senuehieen ieee Be . 


frei bas of2 ote 


>. peso ous 
foots.e anid « aieen? ni tod bnpa nets: 


sidsiroimes yeReltoo” ‘eitip % ni etresy wel 8 Fiala alec 


bas fore Tt ingald Sangh Liueo si? qtimsi boy: ease ) BS 


s gabed onsig LLow betela .,90bev beog a bat» ,yune79d 


aenans to ozestorq: askeenh avomst s to Figua ; 


t ~ 


= 


eek eee) 


- git ni ‘seu ‘sat beoe baa atosens eos to Ba08 407 


(Throw “gorenen( Tei TyaS, barat jou bivow ode + » yxiawas ron 


 Segaue groiiom of monn Asay 23806 woibet zell” Sy > 


basot si@ tajts noe ister s ni aed ynioala ai MR 


WARS eva +i te Looe 
COS dodT oJ 18 THR IEST 5 ‘kai redeandelh 6 & 2 Sesh a 


jay gfe gonei peg” eht se ‘@ 
& ai vot to1,30d 8 bail oy 198 20d eas sa 


goior rail arell cba wees: thd Yo ooking 
~nie S ‘eaeame at ae oul role o ae tes soe + 


*; She: Said -'No'® ~ 2 


ger and a piano player.. The things she considered 


finding s . ; ¢ ; 
Soe ee secondary, ecamé: 0 rime : r.. He: 
new- assets Vg primary importance: for her... Her talents 
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in herself were noticed by Pier pub sity? Rher ers surprised to find 
herself in demand as an artjist.. From restaurant, to 
restaurant, she traversed [she county yy: playing,« singing, : 
taking SEAL eat lea Russian theatrical numbers.. That: 


was her living.! She: managed to save some money too.. 


citgizenship By this time: she. knew English well enough.-—=tot 


aah ek + FF F 5 SF = 


sie: became: now an American citizen.. 


In ordinary circumstances she would be thinking 
of an artistic career as her final goal,. But following 


the destginies of her old country) Russia,« she came 


turning across tjhe: news tyhat: the man who caused her to flee 
“So enero aw hw ete Yo 
Ladd for: her life: had obt#iwed his aim,+ with thé Russian 


So a 


Revolutjion as his means a tem now occupies 


one: of the: Soviet; diplomatic posts abroad... 


She went, to university taking economics «.. Business 


* * * Qu, * 
American administration,: foreign triaade became no mere symbols 
education : ws 
ct to her.. She was soon employed as a clerk in an officedwV “ra 


r earnestness and sigipaeT mou her. promotion.. ow 
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And she is still on her way 0 pair is single and 
independent. ! 


dada She had once: said “no!" to that; man.. They might 
Americans 
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" She Said -'No!'™ 


~ or might; not; ~ meet; again personally./ She does not 


care: being an American she is safe and protected now,. 


Buta the world is small. Her new country may become an 
arena of actyivity of men of his caliber.) She wants to 


be instrumental in making him hear an American "no!" 
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The interview with Piotr wes accidental. 
Searching for another Ruseian in one of the cowntow 
office buildings, the writer inquired of the clevator man 
the room number. Wis answer in a contemptucus tono was @ 
‘guxprise and shock. 
"that no good aristocrat? He isn't here anymore. i 
don't kmew where he is." 
"et22 talk to you instead," 
"Yo, you won't, 
it took twelve rides up and dewn in the spacious Cage, 
which Plotr manipulates, to break down hie antagonism andl 
bring @ promise from ham to talk during hia lunch Thue 
‘His last name and his home address he later refused, 
emphatically to roveal. 
| He is bitter, disappointed, grim of face and speaks in 
staccato fashions 
“+s used to be happy «= it seems centuries ago «- before 


the Pevolutiat.s I was born in a village about 100 miles Pron 


Leningrad «« it wae Petrograd thens My father camo from a 
peagent family but he wae an artist, iio studied in the city 
but after he marvied lived on a farm, He was not righ + 
just ao modest incomes 
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"Quy fiveercom house was comfortable, I loved the farm 
and when I grew up i had a dream about a model farm commnity 
but it never came true «« maybe 1t would have if there had 
been no Revolution, 

"I was always interested in farm machinery and I persuaded 
my father when Amorican tractore were put on the market to 
buy on@e It was the first in our comamity. iveryone, for 
miles around, came to see it and one fool said ttvaetores dontt 
make manure and without that your farm will not prosper. 

"The viliage we lived in was terrible, Malf of the men 
were dxunk, most of the time, and the women were almest as 
bade Liquor dealors used to come from the city with carte 
ioaded down with vodka and if the peasants did not have the 
money they would trade their cattle and wheat for that rotten 
sturf t drinks | 

“There wore oniy a Zow other housos, besides our own, 
that were decent to live ing Mother used to beg Sather to 
move away to the city but he G6aid thet he felt so cramped there 
that he could not paint. ile and I beth loved the comtry, 

"The peagante, 013 around wWS, lived in dirty little 
houses, some of them without any furniture or carpets, just 
benches around the walle which were used to eit and sleep ons 
There was usually @ big stove in the corner with & huge oven, 
which was used for cooking, baking, taling steam batha, and 
in the winter the old folks wuld sleep on the wide shelf ovor 
the ovens 
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vat do you moan ‘steam baths'? low did they take them?" 

"Well they would heat the oven and on the lower shelf 
put a large pan of water, and shut the oven tight and let 
the water boll end £111 the oven with steam, when there was 
enough they would open the door and stand in front of the 
oven and let the steam come out on them,” 

Wt ghould think it would have sealded them," 

"Wo, they didn't open the oven door untii the heat had 
been turned off a while but the steam was still confined in 
the oven, It is hard to oxplain, 

"T Jook back now and wonder how I could have been happy 
in @ comainity which was so filled with poverty and uncleane 
linese but my own home iffe was filled with interesting things 
and children are not as apt to be affeated by euch circu. 
stances #8 olier poople,. My father and mother wan good cone 
panione end my days were busy ones, I hed six white geese, 

a dog, pony and a half acre of my own to cultivate, I made a 
homtiful carden in part of the epace ami the reat planted in 
veretables and crain to feed the geese. 

"Host of the peasants tullt their stables right on to 
their hute and the inside of theiy living quarters smelled 
horribly of animals.s 

"3 wae a peasant mysol?, but my parents and their paronte 
wore of a higher type, ‘Theve was a river and groat forests 
not far from our billage. A groat many hooligans came to chop 
trees or work on the rafte which carried the logs down the 
viver from the mill. It was a big mill, the only industry 
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Robinson /7/3" faetal Minorities Survey 
‘micheal Rusedan 


in our district, 


"he hoolizane were something like the American hobo; 
they traveled from place to place but earned money as they 
went, Thoy wore tough, strong end drank a great deal, They 
stole from the peagants and if they were'nt treated with 
consideration would sot fire to houses," Piotxe simddered at 
the momorye 

“ty father made paintings of the scenes in and around 
the village and sold thom in the eity," 

Piotr ig the first Huseian the writer hae contacted who 
talks freely about the Russians! superstitious beliefs, 

"She peagante were, ani I suppose it will take thom 
generations to get over it, the most superatitious people in 
the world, ‘There were many strange ideas associated with 
theiy daily lives, ‘There were river spirits, forest spirite 
and spirits that regulated their hougseholdse My father 
told me that before they began to worghin tages in the 
ehurch that they hed worshiped heathen coda and that after 
the Greek Orthodox church was established they thought that 
the hoathen gods would come back and torture thom, 

"There was an old peasant wowan who used to some to 
help my mother «« taunt Tamara’ we called hor «< an! she would 
eay whon there was a storm ‘there is the Prophet Mlias after 
us,' If 4t thundered she'd look scared and cry ‘ilias ia 
riding his chariot on the clouds! and if there was lightening 
she would hide behind the door, She believed that Mlias to 
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was throwing arrows to the earth, If it hailed she would — 
pray to Elias to save the crops. 

"Tho images in the church meant eo much to those poor, 
ignorant people, They felt that they were Living things 
capable of feeling pain, pleasure, insults or gratitude. 
| These superstitions wore handed dow from generation to 
et gonoration. | 
| "t am wondering whether educating these beliefs out of 
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; the peaseante will not take away some of their picturesquonesa. 

¢ Where doesn't seem to be moh éifference to me between enjoy- 

Bes) ing the fantasy of superstitions and ttt of fairytales. 

5 ,  ~+ST had to travel ten miles to school every day, Some~ 

: times my father tock mo back and forth but more often my = 
mother went with mo, 

"Shen I was twelve I went to a boarding school in Lenine 
prad. After five years there I was prepared for tho University, 
from which fT graduated when I wae 214 I always spent my 

i gummere on the farm, It wae when I was about 15 that 1 began 
i : te think of the model commmity, whieh I would someday create. 
a ""y father insisted upon my studying something at college 


that would be of benefit to me in the professional field, for 

he thought my community idea was a young boy's pasaing fancy 
. and gave mo Little encouragement, I specialized in chemistry 
and economics, After I graduated I asked my fathor to buy — 
20 acres of land for me and he did, I worked from dawn until 
late at night and in a few years was maleing a success. 
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‘vy mothers was very unhappy. She longed to live in the 
city. She was not well, so my father and I thought we shoulc 
do something to make her happye We leased our farm land and 
took an apartment in Leningrads I procured a position in the 
government service as a chemists I was not happy. ¢ Longed 


for the country. i told my parents that I would alwayea be a 
farmer in my heart and begged to go back to the Tillage. Bat 
‘mother eried and said that she would be too lonely without me. 
feing eooped up in a laboratory all day made me nearly orazy. 

"vnen I was SO my mother died, Father and f moved back . 
to the farm. It was in terrible shape, The people who had 
leased it were not good farmers and let the place run downs 


Z | ity father was not strong enough physically to help me so z 
brought a young peasant in to work on shares, lis wife kept 

house for uss In two yeara I had the farm in pretty fair con 
dition and began thinking a ain of my model commnitye f vent 
%o the city and interviewed government officials about the plan 
but they put mo off, They didn't give a dam about the peasanta, 
Thety attitude made me hate them, My parents bad always had 
many friends among the officials and even nobility because my 
mother’s people were of that clase and my father's talent 
brought him contacts with important peoples I think ft inherit} 
ed moze of the peasant spirit from my grandfathers, who was very 
poor but an idealist. | 


“My father died one year before the Revolutione«thank God, 
When it broke out I was forced to go into the government service 
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to make exphosives, I wie a Ngvolutionist, all right, but 

it made me sick te be mixed up in anything that would itll 
pooplo, When the Soviet Government was in power I tried 
time and time again to put befere the authorities my plan for 
no@el farming or collective farming, as they call it now. 

My own fama was taken from me and later they developed the 
same idea whieh I had dreamed of for years, but 1t was too 
late for me because I was not in Russia. 


"In 1920 I made up as a gypay and joined a group on the 
edge of the city. thousands of them were being exiled to 
the Caucuses Mountains region, to Siberia and various other 
places, I went with a crowd to Siberia and from there got te 
Harbin, Manchuria to where so many fugstans had escaped, At 
that time it belonged to the Russian Goverment, having been 
leased for 99 yeurse 

"There I got a job cutting trees in the forest and later 
& position as clerk in a lumber mill, I saved most of my 
income and plamed to come to the United States and buy @ 
farm, i left Uarbin ten yoara aco and went to San Prancisdo., 
i began to feel almost happy, 1 was there for three montha 
Just soeing the sights and then I came to Los Angeles, I had 
enough money to purchase a emall farm. iI imew English pretty 
Woll, having atudied some with my father, and in Harbin 1 met 
an Ameri¢an who helped me for several years, 

“I wont to several real estate firms and talied to a lot 
of the people I met in the little hotel where I lived, one of 
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the agents told mo that there was some land between here and 
Preano, He said for mo to pay half down and keep the rest 
of my money for equipment and that I sould finish paying for 
the land when the crops brought in enough money above my 
expenses, ‘That sounded good to me, Te showed me pietures of 
the lané an@d names of people who had bought farms, Ee said a 
model community was coing to be bullt, with a selentific 
farmer ag supervisor end that I couldn't fa11, He said that 
he would let me mow when to buy the equipment; that the 
improvements had to be put ing there was to be a village with 
stores ete. for the convenience of the farmers, 

¥¥n the meantime T was not working, but living on my 
capitals I was really happy. I thought that my cream was 
going to at last come true] 

“t waited three months and then began to get nervoute 
{he agent was always out of tow when a girl answered the 
phones, The agent had never given me an office mumber just 
the telephone. I realize now thet = should have suspected 
something then but I was not naturally suspicious and thought 
he was saving me a trip to his offices, Can you think of anye 
one beins such an idiet? 

"one Gay I called the agent and received no answer, 
| I kept on calling for a month and received no answor. Then 
a I mew, I had never told anyone about my plans, that is in 
detail, but I said plenty after I found I had been fooled. 
Bveryone looked at me as mich as to say ‘boob! and one man told 
me that one of the werst pests in Los Angeles was the fly-by- 
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night real estate, or so~called, agents. 

- "Z Leoked for works I could have had a job as a chemist 
but I awore I'd never do that Ikind of work againg So I did 
anything else I could ceteowishing windows, cleaning yards 
and even helping for two weeks on a garbage wagons The money 
I had in the bank for my farm equipment is still there and ite 


4 going to stays; it will buy me a place in the old folie hone 

| sometime when I can no longer works, The job I have now is not 
es: hard, just wearisome but I ean live on it and save a Little. 
4 When amyono mentions ‘farm’ to me I say 'to hell with it', 

Tha pretty erabby noweesuess you have noticed it.” And Por 

| the firat time Plotr's stern expression gave way to a emilee 
ae not a ehoerful one, however, but irontoal. 

7 “r$otr, don't get angry when I ask you why you don't buy 
q just one acre with a little house and during your spare hours, 

; play at farming? Wouldn't it make you happier?" 

q iii "At my age and not married? MNoenos It would be too lonely. 


I'l] stick to my little hate] room and forget the dream which 
has tumed into a nightmare," 


P. We Yaranov has observed the administration of ten 
Presidents of the United States, since he came from Russia 
4G years agoe There is only one of them who has inspired 
him to hang two framed pictures on the walls of a room, in 
such a mamas that be can eee @ likeness as ho entore and 
leaves, and to compile a scrapbook of clippings and photo= 
graphs. ‘the entire accwmlation 1s highlighted by a letter 
written to him from the White House. ‘This one President is 
‘Pranklin Roosevelt. 

| Shere is emple reason for Mr. Faranov's avpreciation 
‘beeause this savior of the oppressed made the “big bank" 
give back the home on which the mort<age had been forecicsed 
and then tock the matter under the executive wing. 

With dramatic fervor, this youngeoyed cold man of 74 
years, tells the story of the most disturbing experiences in 
his life, which came to a happy conclusion through govern- 
ment intervention. 

"paring the depression in 1929," he related, “one danis 
had already taken one of my houses away from mo, which deprived 
me of part of my suall income. Then, because I could not pay 
both the interest and principal right on tine, another bank,1934, 
foreclosed on the home I had rented furnished. I pleaded with 
the man at the bank to give me just a little longer tine but 
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he refusals i was low in fumis because the people who were 
renting my place had had hard luck and couldn't pay mee 

"I went to the Federal Lean Company for helps I stood - 
im a long Mme day after day util 1 got so tired I was 
about ready to give upe i am an old man and not well, I sud<- 
deny made up my mind to write to the Presidente "y children 
laughed at me and said I was cranys You'll never get an 
answer," they said, Sink waeke suaree on» elate.oheee nt 
paper and just the way I tall. 

"one day before I wrote the letter I got pretty made at 
the bank man. I said to him, ‘Someday i"1] get the best of 
you,’ and he didn't like it. I felt better after I sent 
that letter, I was sure that I would get a reply and sure 
enouch in about two weeks one came from the secretary of the 
treasury department -- see, here it is," and proudly he dis~ 
played his treasure, pasted in the front page cf the serapbook. 
Lean Company in Los Angoles, to take care of Mr. Faranov's 
case immediately. Wiht chest a bit inflated, a new gleam 4n_ 
his eyes ani a forgivable spirit of pleasant revenge against | 
the bank man, he marched to the Yederal Loan Company, walked 
past the long line waiting to be served, into the managerts 
effiee and presented the letter from Washin 

"Phat manager was a fine man, He treated me so good and 
sent me to another man who got busy right away and it wasn't 
long before I had my home back, paying a little over (9 a month 
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to the goverment instead of 625 to the bamite The bank 


thought it was so smart and when 1t foreclosed made improve- 
ments on the house. ‘The goverment wouldn't return any of 
that money so the bank got the worst of it and was 1 glad? 
You can't blame me for feeling that way, can yout® 

"Host of the banks used to be crooked, I've traded with — 

*I was 28 years old when I camo to Americas ty wife 
and two children were with me. I had 3,000 rubles and when 
we got to Ellis Island, I was given $1,500 in exchanges A 


* ruble is worth a little more than 49 cents. i was hanied gold 
| ‘ut I told them 4 was too heavy so I was given paper moneys" 
Bs “gow @44@ you happen to come to this country?" 


here was a mean feeling against the Jews beginning to 
stir around in Kremenjuk, the town I lived in. It was 26 
oe. Sis ipeasy Ueatsinnetiy wheee:I: wae, borne 1 had a cousin there, 
Noa about five years youncer than myself. He had encugh money to 
4 got to america, steerage, He located in Piqua, Chico, went 
into the junk business and made plenty of monoye He wrote 
and asked me to come to Piquite So my faniiy ami I came 
first class, for I had some money saved. Wy eousin had ea nice, 
big house but I rented a little place for $6 a month, bought 
some furniture, a horse and wagen ani went Into the junk 
pusiness,too. We were lonely at firsts couldn't speak Ing- 
lish and everything vas so differents ‘One day a German woman. 
“game to deliver meat to us and we talked a long tine, She was 
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@ grand woman and I shall always remember her for the good 
things ashe did for all of us. 

"after awhile I bought a store and stocked it with 
delicatessen foods and made enough money to buy a home, Dur< 
ing one of the floods, this home was nearly carried away and 
< heard that after I left Piqua it really was swept awey by 
water." 

"Before you talk longer about your experiences in this 


| country, tell me about your childhood in Russia,” 


"I was born in Gradazesk, which is in the province of 
Poltava., There were about 3,000 people there. My crandfather 
was the only one who had a brick house. It was one story but 
covered quite a big space of ground. He was a dealer in grain, 
and drove around to the farmers, in a large cart pulled by 
oxen, gathered the erain and then tock it to the city to sell. 

"Across the street from my grandmother, wo lived in the 
only twoestory frame house in town. I had five brothers and 
one sister. We didn't ow any land but had a few fruit trees 
in our yard. There were no big trees in the town, Tt was a 
novelty when we got to look at ONG. 

. "There was only one street, a block long and all of the 
stores were on it, We owned three horses, when my crand- 
father, who was my mother's father, got old, my father took 
charge of his business, 

“Qhere was a little school in our town and I went there 
until I was 12 years old, when a terrible accident happened, 
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4 five started that burned our house, the whole business 
block and my fatherts three horses, ‘here wasn't enough 
water in town to put out the fire. ‘the natural well in a big 
The people got their supply of water for houschold purvoses 
from a man who used to peddle it by the bucket from door to 
Goor, everydaye Hoe got the weter fro» the Dneper river, which 
was not very far aways 

‘After the fire we moved to Krenenjuk, 25 miles avay. It 
Was a good=sised city. My father was so shocked and sick over 
the terrible thing that had happened, he couldn't works We 
were Very poors i was next in age, to my sister, who ws the 
oldest childs i told my father I would go to work and support 
the familys He was proud and didn't want anyone to know cur 
condition, so ore night I sneaked away and went back to _ 
Gradazesk, where my rich wmecle lived, He gave mo a job as an 
office boy in his lumber business, Tat a soumill,too, He 
@ida't have an office at the mill bet all of his business trange 
sections were carried on at home. Ne didn't give me any wages, 
just room ani board and I worked for him that way for four 
years. But I made money just the sane. Therich men who would 
come in to buy lumber would slip me tips, sometimes as much as 
%5- i almost sent everything I was given to my fantly, but 
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"We contrasted with the goverment to cut railroad ties. 
We located at Ecateroenoslay 100 miles from Krenenjulr, on the 
river. ‘This was in the sumer tine. iy partner couldn't read 
or write so i had to do all ef the bookkeeping, In the winter 
wunomit sent us about 1,000 miles away into ea horribly 
cold part of the country. I nearly dfed. Ye hed to make 
wooden protenters to keap the snow from the railroad, ‘There 
was only a station there, which had at one time been a saloon. 
Seek of 1% wes an old adohe, where we lived ami ent our tools, 
gaont job and went 
now money to ¢o inte 
business fox wyself ami I was only 16 years o1¢, And I heve 
been fn business for myself ever sines thet tine. 
"I «ae married when I wan 21, ‘Two children wore born to 


Wy a boy end girl. 


"after I came to America I sent for all of my brothers, 
My one sister married ani still lives in Russia, 

"I sent for my mother,too, She was cetting pretty old 
but she come. Yo hed a great surprise the day she arrived in 
Piqua. I went to the station to meet her and was told that 
the train woulc be four hours inte. I went home to weit and 
pretty seon who should come to the door but mother, The men 
had made a mistake about the train, so she took a taxi, as cay 
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a “She stayed seven years with us and then got so home} 


gick for my sister she insisted on going back to Russia, I 


didn't want her to, for 1t was at the time of the Revolution, 
Two yeass after she roturned she died of starvation, 

"nen't tell me comamisn 1s alright. It's terrible =« 
criminal, I sent money to my mother every month and it was 
always lost -- it never reached her, ach person was allowed 
such a little bit of food, and that bad, so that an old person 


gould mot.° survive, I st@2l send a little money to ny 


Sister, Yor awhile it did not reach her, but now I send it 
through the bank and cet better results, 

"I lmow the truth about Russia today. I get it from the 
Jewish paper printed in New York, Why, the ehildren are being 
teught to epy on thelr own parents," 

"I interviewed a Russian Jewess recently," the eriter told 
hin, “who said that she went any place and talked to anyone she 
wanted to when she was in Russia last year.” 

"She just thought she wasn't being spied on. These 
government spies are suart «< they know everything that ie coing 
Gn and if she had dono anything that wasntt favorable to thetr 
systeu, she would have heard about it." 

"I came fron Piqua, Ghd, to Los Angeles, 25 years ago. 
I bought a grocery store at Lighth and Olive Streets, next to 
& twowstory frame building owned by fir. Forthman, who had 
started the Los Angeles Soap Company here, ‘The lower part of 
his building was a saloon and the second floor was rented to 
Foomers.s Later I sold out and bought another store on York 
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Boulevard. then after a few yoara I traded the store for an 


acre of land at Lawndale, near Hawthorne, I plamed to sub=— 
Givide the lend inte lots, but the town didn't crow and finally 
i traded the acre for a 06,000 lot in Los Angeles and bulit 
two houses on it <= the two on which the baniss foreclosed, Might 
"yeare after I had traded my acre at Lawutale, o12 was discovered 
on it and that district is now one of the best vroducere of 
ofls | | 

"2 Ufve alone and have enough income to talze care of me 
the rest of my life. My son is « sucesssful business man, but 
ughter hed a good Job at the Loe Anceles Times for ten 
years but resigned recently to go with her mother to Dayton, 
Chic, where her brother, my grandson, 1s a Judge and he is 
only 34 years old, Ke wants me to come there, too, but I think 
Les Angeles is the best place on earth, I am happy, life hes 
been good to mo, but it might have been tragte if it hadn't 
been for Mr. Hoosevelt," 

i. Paranov took his serapboolr from the table, turned to 
& special page ani called the writer's attention to it. Tt 
was filled with a collection of 14, twominch square, pictures 
of Presidents of the United States. foosevelt smiled fro. the 
SS center. le touched the picture revently. “the greatest man 
; en earth since the tine of Jesus; he's taking cood care of us, 
fen?t he," he said, and it did not appear melodramatic in the 
least when his eyes filled with tears, 
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ne #12. 

Gleb was born in Onanburg,Russian Siberia in 1901.From his facial cha- 
racteristics it is impossible to tell his racial origin for the traces of 
oriental influences are entirely absent.Therefore we must assume his ances- 
tors lived in this vicinity for centuries unmolested by the hordes of Genghis 
Kahn and Tammerlane while making the world safe for Mongolians by conquering © 
the vast stretch from Valdivostock to Vienna. 

His father was a physician, He=wee a well educated man and as a hobby was 
interested in and studied archaeology and what was known at that time of old 
civilizations and was also anhistorical scholar.Prior to his entering the 
practice of medicine,e@md like all the students in the university he enterta- 
ined socialistic ideas and belonged to several of those small radical groups 
which keep the Wirts of all countries and ages awake at night shuddering at 
the future of the country.However,he began practising medicine,married,and 
with the increase of responsibilities marriage implies,the birth of Gleb,and 
his intimate contact with the repressed and greatly subjected masses ,all his 
radical ideas fled.He became class conscious and of course aligned himself ‘ 
with the class which his social position as a physician placed him.The aborted. 
revolution of 1905 crystalized his convictions and when the ruthless and cruel 
supression of the peasanta uprising ended in their utter demoralization he 
became thouroughly convinced socialism was a lost cause and would remain so 
forever.T,is attitude of mind he has consistently maintained and furnishes the, 
background for Glebs intellectual evolution. 

Gleb attended the schools at Onanburg and upon finishing attended the 
Naval Academy.Here he studied various cultural subjects becoming intensely 
interested in history and languages.He had five years of Greek and Latin and 
also became proficient in German and French.As his education in college was 
nearing its end the World War be@wen thrust#me him aa into the maelstron. 

The Russian revolution of 1917 was slow in spreading to Siberia.and since 
his whole enviornment precluded his sympathies from becoming aligned with 
the Soviets he joined the White Russian army under Seminov,-tre=buteter and 
for two years participated in the attempt to restore the monarchy.after the 
Red army under Trotsky had defeated the Kolchakcampaign in the west,it turr- 
ned its attention to Seminov in the east.He was defeated and the white army | 
was routed, being driven across the border into China and Mongolia.During this 
campaign Onanburg changed hands several times finally remaining in the hands 
of the Red army and Gleb found himself an exile and one of a group of 150 
White Russian refugees wandering through China.They suffered many hardships 
as it was winter.Nearly a hundred died of starvation or were frozen.Gleb with 
about 15 others who were penniless ,found work on a Chinese tobacco plantation. 
Here for several months they worked for 40 cents a day.They slept in the tob-. 
baco shed on the piles of tobacco and their food cost them about 8 cents a 
day-His work conststed of turning a sifting machine by hand eleven hours a. 
day. Am-ex-esmy colonel fed the machine with tobacco leaves.Sometimes their t 
diet consisted of a stew made of vegetables and dog meat.He also enjoyed such 5 
delicious morsels as rats and other small animals served with the menus at 
the restaurants where they ate.At the end of two months he had saved a dollar 
and twenty five cents.This was considered quite an accumulation of wealth so 
with several others he decided to start out for French Indo China and join 
the French Foreign Legion.However,someone suggested Harbin and the trek began 
across the snow covered mountains of Mongolia.They travelled on foot and when - 
they arrived in Harbin the Imperial Russian Consulate was still in the hands | 
of the Monarchists assisted by American and Allied troops. ) 
On funds furnished by the consul and President Harding the small group 
of refugees were given passage to America.So skewédy Gleb found himself in 
Seattle and obtained work in a dying and cleaning establishment pressing 
pants.He joined the union and received 345.00 a week.He wrote to his father 
enclosing a photograph of himself at his work.The old man was scandalized and 
wrote him to cease this menial labor at once as he was disgracing the family. 
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Up to now Gleb did not know of a word of Bnglish.But he studied at night 
schools and soon learned the—languege . 1H, came across the poems of Robert 
Service and his imagination took fire of the romance of Alaska and the 
northwest.So he pmrechased a pair of boots and a Northwest Mounted police 
hat,quit his job and started for the land of adventure with the idea in 
mind of working in the far northeIt was February and the ice was still 
solid but he had made up his mind he was going to Alaska and started out. 
In Jemee he waited for the ice to crack and when it finally did and the 
Northwest Passage was open his savings had dwindled to such an extent he 
had little over his fare.When he arrived at Fairbanks he began to look 
for a job.But mex since the Yukon gold rush smewed i@@& had petered out 
there were no jobs and looking for a job was considered humorus. 

However,he found a Russian who had lived there for years.And a friend- 
ship grew between them.So this friend gave him living accomodations until 
it would be possible for him to return to the States.Gleb found no work and 
decided that he would buy a ticket to some point south and try his luck in 
digging clams at a small town further down the coast.He had just the fare 

pete to get there and no more funds.So he purchased his ticket and boarded the 

boateOn board he met a gambler.When he told his plans to this gambler it 
wes pointed out to him his clam digging venture was ridiculous because emen 
there he could get no work.They became good friends and the gambler paid DiS 
fare back to Seattle. a 

Back in Seattle Gleb went to the lumber camps and worked as a loggerT 
It was the early post war years and he made about $14 a day as_wages=<were 
stiil-tgh.For a year he workedthere and saved his money while most of the 
other men were buying Chrgsler roadsters and spending right and left.He sent 
about $1200.00 to his father during this year.At the end of the year he had 
saved several thousand dollars.The post war depression set in,the I.W.wW. 
strikes were called,the workers were crushed and wages_were cut.Gleb quit 
his job and went to China to visit his father.Because he was an exile and 
could not enter the U.SSR,his father came to China to visit him.Then he sta- 
rted on a trip around the world.He spent several years in most of the Euro- 
pean countries.The old world atmosphere fascinated him, for two years he wo- 
rked as a guide to tourists in Naples.Later he went to Belgium.In Brussels 
he also became a guide but this occupationthere was short-lived.He did not 
belong to the guides guild so was arrested.However,he did not go to jail as 
he decided to change his occupation.So he worked at various odd jobs in what 
ever lines of work he could getjsHe lived in Paris for a year.Then adventure 
called again and he returned to America. 

Next he is in the Spreckles Sugar Refinery at Crockett,California, 
working as a laborer.While here he took several night courses at an Extens- 
ion School conducted by the Americanization division of the state university. 
He met one of the teachers who had travelled extensively.Their companionship 
culminated in marriage and they moved to San Francisco.£ntering the University 
as a special student he began a course in pharmacy at the Affiliated Colleges. 
Two days a week he works as a clerk in a drug store spending the rest of his 
time in intensive study.A, a hobby he spends his leisure at bookbinding and 
saving rare stamps prior £0 1900.He has a large and rare collection of old 
stamps and his hand bound books are magnificant examples of what has become 
a lost art since the machine age.He is still a monarchist and despises all 
socialistic ideas intensely.A year ago he believed the Soviets would be over- 
thrown.Today he believes America will become Sovietized within ten years and 
that it is deplorable.He dreams and wishes he could return to Paris which he 
considers the only civilized city in the world.He is 34 years old. 
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